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HON. F. 1%1. STONE: The rejection of
the second reading could not be moved
by him, because he requected the Colonial
Secretary to withdraw the Bill, and it was
only open to him to endeavour to achieve
his object in this way.

Hon. J. W. HACKETT: The object
of the hon. member was to get rid of the
Bill altogether, and clearly that was the
wish of Mr. Haynes. He would much
rather that the Colonial Secretary and
Mr. Stone consulted together as to the
maximum number of clauses to be
dropped, leaving others which would be
an advantage. There were at least half-a-
dozen clauses which would be a real gain.
We could not afford to lose another year.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY said
lie would be pleased to meet the hon.
member with regard to the provisions of
the Bill.

Amendment put and negatived.
Question put and passed, and the order

made for the next day.

BANK HOLIDAYS ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clauses 1 to 5, inclusive-agreed to.
Schedule:-
How. R. S. HAYNES: The Comn-

mnercial and Business Holidays Bill, which
had been postponed, provided for other
holida~ys, which somewhat clashed.

How. J. W. HACKETT moved that
progress be reported.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Whit-Monday was a bank holiday at the
present time, hut not a commercial or
civil service holiday.

Progress reported, tand leave given to
sit again.

LAND ACT AMENDMENT BILL (PRIVATE).

Received from the LegislativeAssembly,
and, on motion by HoN. F. M. STONE,
read a first time.

CEMETERIES BILL.
Received from the Legislative Assembly,

and, on motion by the COLONIAL SECRE-
TARY, read a first time.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjoutrned at 8-5b o'clock

until the next day.

1 eqts Iatxbe ; ss embtI#,
Tuesday, 21st jNovemnber, 1899.

Papers Presented-Peppermint Grove, etc., Water
Supply Bill (private), Select Committee's Report-
Motion of urgency: Alluvial Trouble at Kalgoorlie
(negutired).-Qnestion! Destruction of Kanros
Protection -Motion Leave of Absence-Cemeere
Bill, third reailing Bills of Sale bill, Legislative
Council's Amnendments-Loen Bill, C750,0030, second
readingf (nnoved)-Annuait Etimates, Ilailwsrs and
Works, Annual Statement, votes conmpleted-
Supplementary Estimates, Message; debate post-
poited-Adjounament.

THE SPEARER took the Chair at

4830 o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

PA1PERS PRESENTED.
By the PREMIE: 1, Education De-

partment, Return showing names, salaries,
etc., of teachers in Government schools;
2, Ocean Mail Steamers, further corre-
spondence as to calling at Fremnantle.

Ordered to lie on the table.

PEPPERMINT GROVE, ETC., WATER
SUPPLY BILL (PRIVATE).

Select Comlunitteu's report brought up
by Mr. JAMES.

Report received, read, and to be con-
sidered on the next Monday.

MOTION OF URGE NCY-A-LLUVIAL
TROUBLE AT KALGOORLIE.

Mn. VOSPEiR (North-East Coolgar-
die) : I beg to move the adjournment of
the House, in order to c;all attention to
a matter of very considerable urgency;
and I submit it is one which you, Mr.
Speaker, will allow to be a matter of con-
siderable urgency. It appears, as far as
the infornation I have received will guide
me, that an unusual departure from the
ordinary crimninal law procedure has
taken place at Kalgoorlie this morning.
I do not propose to offer the House any
definite information on the point, but
rather desire to receive it from the head
of the Government or from the Minister
who is responsible for what has happened.
It appears, from information which has
reached me by telegram, that some 15
men, who Were arrested for having gone
on the Adeline leases and removed certain
ore at Kalgoorlie, were brought before
the magistrate this morning, and were
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committed and remanded to Fremantle
for trial. This took place, as the tele-
gramn states, at 7 o'clock this morning; a
very unusual hour for Police Court pro-
ceedings to take place. I am further
informed, by the, telegram, that the men
were not represented, which I take to
mean that they were not represented by
counsel. The telegramn is somewhat
vaguely worded, and reads as follows:-

Fifteen diggers smluggled to Fremantle.
Hearing seven this morning. Not repre-
sented.
I have assumed that this is the meaning
of the wire I have read. I may point out
that if this has really taken place, of
course there may be some reason which
the authorities canl allege which may
justify them in the action they have
taken; but it does appear to me to be
rather a peculiar proceeding, and certainly
very hard on these men, and perhaps a
straining of the law, that men should be
committed in this way' without being
beard by counsel before the committing
magistrate, because it is quite possible
that any counsel appearing on their
behalf would have been able to submit
reasonable grounds for urging the dis-
charge of the men from custody; and
this opportunity it appears they have not
had , an opportunity of presenting for the
consideration of the Court reasons for the
discharge of' these men. I do not desire
to go into the merits of the case with the
information that has at present reached
me; but if, after information has been
given on behalf of the Government, it
appears there has been a departure from
the ordinary and constitutional practice,
then I submit the matter requires to be
discussed as a question of urgency,
because it. appears to me to be an inter-
ference with the liberty of the subject.
All I desire at the present time is that
the House shall be informed as to what
has actually happen~d.

THE PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest) : I know very little about this
,natter which the hon. member refers to.
I have had no communication with the
magistrate myself, but I saw a telegram
to the Commnissioner of Police this
morning, and it was to the effect that
these men bad been remanded for eight
day s consequent upon the disorder yester-
day and some riotous behaviour too, in
which a sub-inspector was injured. I

believe the sub-inspector had his nose
broken, and was otherwise injured. The
police asked for a remand for eight days,
and in the meantime to have the prisoners
kept in Fremantle gaol. 1 do not know
that there was any attempt to rescue the
men, but the police had to be called out,
armed, to prevent attempts at rescue. At
any rate, the sub-inspector was very
much injured: he had a broken nose and
was otherwise hurt.

AIR. MORAN: Is his name Connell ?
THE PREMIER: Yes; Connell, the

last sub-inspector appointed. It wats
thought wise to remove these men from
Kalgoorlie. I know nothing further
about this matter.

MR. Vospnu: Could not counsel have
been informed of this?

Ma. GEORGE: The men should not
have broken the law in the first place.

THE PREMIER: Everything has been
done according to law. The Government
are not consulted in every step that is
taken in matters of this sort. The
Government are not consulted in criminal
matters, when men are arrested. These
matters are left to the magistrate to deal
with without consulting the Government,
and I hope it always will he so.

MR. VOSPER (in reply) : The grava-
men of the complaint is that the men
were not represented by counsel on the
application for a remand. I am not
finding fault with the men being remanded
to Frenmantle. The men were charged
with a felony--

THE Pns~mE: They were only
remanded.

MR. VOSPE R: There has been a
deprivation, for eight days, of their
liberty, and this might have been pre-
vented had counsel been consulted and
had appeared for the men. Ani oppor-
tanity should have been aifforded for any
objection to be taken to proceedings of
this nature.

THE PREMIER: You know more about
it than I do. I do not know any more
than I have told you.

MR. VOS PER: The gravamen of the
charge is that the mlen were not repre-
sented. by counsel, amid an act of injustice
may have been done to them. The mnem-
ber for the Murray said there should have
been no disorder in the fl-st instance.
The charge against anl individual for
disorder does not take away the liberty of
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a man without giving him an opportunity
of defending himself.

MR. GEORGE: What difference would
counsel have made ?

MR. VOSPER: It is a question of
constitutional right.

THE PREMIER: Thesemen werearrested
for larceny.

MR. VOSPER: I claim that they
should have been represented by counsel
at the earliest possible opportunity. But
these men were not afforded an oppor-
tunity of being represented by counsel,
and the point is whether or not some
act of injustice has been done to these
men.

Ma. GEORGE (Murray): I would
like to say a few words about this matter.
I myself do not think it is a matter for
the House Io consider whether the men
had counsel or not. What the House
has to do with more particularly is to see
that the law is not broken by men who, I
make bold to say, have fair reason for
thinking they have support in this House.
To my mind, as a Br-itisher and A&ustra-
bian, our first duty as mnember-s of Parlia-
ment and members of the community is
to see that the law is thoroughly respected.
It is not the duty of any member of this
House to, in auy shape or formn, give
colour to the idea, that law-breakers will
be assisted.

THE MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
H. B. ILerroy) : I understand that certain
men were brought up charged with lar-
ceny, and remanded for eight days. They
were not represented by a lawyer, but I
do not think it is necessary for a lawyer
to be brought into a case on a first hear-I
ing of this sort. I do not think it is
done at all times. The hon. member who
moved the adjournment of the House
may feel confident that the law has been
carried out, and that everything the law
requires has been done. I do not think
it was necessary that counsel should have
been retained for this remand, and I
think it is unusual for counsel to appear
in such applications.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
R. W. Pennefather) : The hon. member
is perhaps not aware that the act of a
magistrate in remanding a prisoner is
entirely discretionary. If he has exercised
his discretion ais he thinks fit, it is not
competent for this House at present to
inquire into the course of justice ; but if

any wrong has been done or any right
invaded that these men claim to have,
they can apply to the Supreme Court
and obtain .-. wi-it of habeas corpue
to-morrow morning, if they like.

MR. TAEAKE (Albany) : The member
for North-East Coolgardie mentioned
this matter to the Administration so that
the Government could make inquiry into
the matter. The hon. miember did not
cast any reflection, and hie did not say
anything which should have caused the
remarks of the member for the Mun-ay
to have been made. It would be quite
satisfactory if the Govenmient would
wake inquiry into this matter, and give
the House all the information they hiave
by to-morrow, evening.

Ma. VosPon: That is all want.
Motion put and negatived.

QUESTION - DESTRUCTION OF
KANGAROOS, PROHIBITION.

MR. MITCHELL asked the Conms-
sioner of Crow-n Lands-i, Whether his
attention has been directed to the incon-
venience and loss that are likely to accrue
to landholders and others of thie Murchi-
son district if the provisions of an order
appearing in the Government Gazette of
thle 3rd October last (which virtually
prohibits the killing of kangaroos any-
where south of the Murchison River) are
enforced. 2, Whether he is willing to
suggest to His Excellency the Governor
the desirability of declaring the dividing
line between the closed and open areas to
be that of the southern boundary of the
Victoria district.

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LAN~DS replied:-i, My attention has
not been directed to the inconvenience
and loss referred to. 2, 1 am willing to
make inquiry into the matter wit!] a
view to aimending the boundaries of the
closed area as suggested.

MOTION-LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
On motion by the ATTORNEY-GENERAL

(for the Premier), leave of absence for a
fortnight was granted to the member for
Perth (Mr. Hall), on account of urgent
private business.

CEMETERIES BILL.
Read a third time, and transmnitted to

the Legislative Council.

Cemeteries Bill.[ASSEMBLY.]
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BILLS OF SALE HILL.
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS.

Schedule of nineteen amendments,
made by the Legislative Council, con-
sidered.

IN COMMITTEE.

Amendments Z to 4, inclusive-agreed.
to.

No. 5, Clause 5, " definition of regi-
trar," line 1, after " court" insert "or
Registrar of Joint Stock Oompanies ":

MR. JAMES moved that the amend-
ment be not agreed to, as the effect would
beo to appoint two places at which bills of
sale could be registered, the company's
office and the Supreme Court. There
should be only one place, to save con-
fusion and expense.

Question put and passed.
No. 6, Clause 5, last paragraph, Jine 1 ,afte6r "sale" in two places, insert "or

debenture ":
ME. JAMES moved that the amnend-

ment be not agreed to, because the clause
would read "1debenture by way of
security," whereas a debenture was always
by way of security.

Question put and passed.
No. 7-agreed to.
No. 8, Clause 8, Sub-clause (3), line 6,

strike out all words after " Registrar,"
and insert "1upon the filing of such copy
bill of sale, the Same shall be regristered
by the Registrar":

Ma. JAMES moved that the amend-
ment be not agreed to. The amiendmnent
had been made for the pur-pose of Striking
out the provision that a bill of sale should
be lodged for 14 days before it was
registered, thus allowing creditors durinig
that time to lodge a caveat. The Legis-
lative Council thought the provision
undesirable.

Question put and passed.
Nos. 9 to 12, inclusive-agreed to.
No. 13, Clause 12, strike out the

whole:
MR. JAMES moved that the amend-

ment be not agreed to, for the same
reason as given in regard to No. 8.

Question put a&nd passed.
Nos. 14 and 15-agreed to.
No. 16, Clause 33, last line, strike out
by the last preceding section men-

tioned," and insert "set out " in lieu
thereof :

Ma. JAMES moved that the amend-
mnent be not agreed to, as it was evidently
an oversight on the part of the Council,

Question put and passed.
No. 17, Clause 34, strike out the whole:
MR. JAMES moved that the amend-

mnent be not agreed to. As the Bill was
drawn, it enabled the execution creditor
to have the interest or goods of a debtor
sold, if subject to a bill of sale. This
was only fair, and did not interfere with
the interest of the mortgagee. If a
debtor had goods subject to a bill of sale,
those goods could be sold the same as any
other goods.

Question put and passed.
No. 18, Clause 53, Sub-clause 2, strike

out the whole:
MR. JAMES moved that the amend-

mnent be not agreed to; this being
consequential.

Question put and passed.
No. 19, 3rd Schedule, strike out the

whole, and insert the following in lieu
thereof (schedule recited):-

MR. JAMES: The schedule which the
Council had inserted in the Bill pur-
ported to have reference to Section 41,
but there was no corresponding addition
to that Section. He moved that the
Council's amiendment be amended by
Striking out the words "1 Section 41," and
inserting the following words :-" The
following form of bill of sale, under
Section 41, mnay be used."

Question put and passed, and the
amendment as amended ag-reed to.

Resolutions reported, and the report
adopted.

A commnittee, comprising Hon. R. W.
Pennefather, Mr. Rason, and Mr. James
as mover, drew up reasons (in accordance
with those already stated), which were
presented and adopted.

Bill returned to the Legislative Council,
with reasons, and a request for concur-
rence therein.

LOAN BILL, A750,OOO.
SECOND READING.

THn PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir John
Forrest) : In rising to move the second
reading of the Bill, I do not propose to
make so long a speech as I have done on
other occasions of a similar nature,
because I hardly think that a very long
speech is necessary. I suppose it is not
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probable, there will be any great oppo-
sition to the second reading of the Bill,
seeing that it covers so many items of
urgent public necessity; and I hope
therefore that the debate on the second
reading will not be so exhaustive or so
lengthy as has been the case onl former
occasions when Loan Bills have been
presented for very much larger amounts,
and have necessitated the reviewing of
the whole financial position of the colony' .
Hon. members will notice there are three
items on the schedule; first, harbour
works, jetties, and approaches, including
lighthouses, covering a total of £154,000;
secondlyI , railways, which include certain
railways, also additions and improve-
ments to opened lines, also rails and
fastenings, railway workshops, and roll-
ing stock, amounting to £520,000;
thirdly, the development of goldfields
and mineral resources, including public
batteries and development generally,
amounting to £50,000. There is a
further item, to appropriate department-
ally a, sum of £26,000. As I have said,
the details of the schedule cover works in
many parts of the colony, works of great
urgency and of necessity; and although
I hardly expect to be fortunate enough to
secure the unanimous approval of hon.
members in regard to every one of the
items, still I think I may fairly expect
that bon. members will not object to the
second reading, because to object to the
Recond reading would mean that, those
who do so would by their vote say they
object to many works whic;h are gener-
ally acknowledged to be works of urgeney
and of necessity. Unless we are prepared
to pass a Loan Bill of this soil., unless
'we are prepared to provide funds for
works of this nature, of course wit must
be prepared to go along ais we. are, and
even to stop some works that are in
band; and, that being so, I think I mnay
appeal to hion. members that as we have
progressed during the last nine years of
self-government, and have kept the coach
of State going with advantage to the
colony, so I think I may rely onl hon.
members desiring that the progress of
the colony should not be brought to a
stop, but that we shall be found now, as
we have always been, equal to the occa-
sion. In considering the second reading
of this 131l1, there are two considerations
that we have UP hear in mnind. The

first is, are the works in the schedule
necessary or desirable P The second is,
can we afford to carry them out ? I
do not think there can be much question
as to the first proposition, that the works
are necessary, or that they are at any rate
desirable. I suppose everyone will agree
thlat the harbour works at Fremantle are
necessary works, as well as the light-
houses provided for. Most people will
agree that a considerable amount of
rolling-stock for- railways is necessary;
in fact, I fear that before the debate con-
cludes I shall have to consider the
question of whether we have provided

I sufficiently. From the speec.h of my
friend thle Commissioner of Railways last
night, it seems that the demands of the
railway department are even greater than
I anticipated when I framed this schedule.
There is no doubt we require public
batteries, and I think we are committed
to that matter. There is perhapsa differ-
ence of opinion as to the railway policy
of the Government; but nearly everyone
is agreed, I think, that the railway from
iMenzies to Leonora should be con-
structed; and there are the various
other 'works connected with harbours and
rivers, with the development of the gold-

*fields and extension of railways, which 1
think most people in the colony will
agree are necessary. Hon. members will
notice that we are not following the plan
we adopted in years gone by, of asking

*for a. large loan autho~risation, because we
found it was not a good plan; and as we
get older we get somewhat wiser, at all
events in that respect. If we had begun
by asking for a loan of three-quarters of a

I million, or of one million, for the Fre-
Imantle harbour works, I do not know
whether the House would have been
willing to vote it; hut if the House had
been willing to vote it, I believe it would
have stood in the way of our credit f rom.
1892 to the present time.. Theplan adopted
then Was to ask for what we required by
mnstahnents. Fortunately the Fremantle
harbour works could be constructed in
that way; but it is not always possible
so to construct all public wor ks. Some
works require the whole authorisation
before they canr be commenced, but there
are works whiech can be carried out by
authorising sufficient sums from time to
time as the work proceeds. In this Bill
the Government intend that the authorisa-

[ASSEMBLY.] Second reading.
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tion to the extent named in the schedule
shall suffice to carry us on for some time
-probably to the end of next year.
When that time arrives it will be com-
petent for us to reniew our position and
our circumstances, and to go forward
either more quickly or more slowly, as
may be desirable. We are not asking-
for authorisations, as we did in 1896, for
four years aheAdl: we are only looking
ahead about a year and a half ; and I
think as we go on, that will be found the
better course for our finances, not to
encumber ourselves with too much loan
authorisation in advance of our require-
mnents. There is no doubt the action we
took in 1896 was not a good one : I
thought it good at the time, but looking
bac:k npon it, I think we might have
acted more wisely.

MR. ILLINOWOETH : You were told that.
THE PREMIER: By the hon. mem-

ber ? As I said before, he has had a
large experience of finance!

MR. ILLINGWORTH: I knew that fact,
at all events.

Tax PREMIER: I am, at any rate,
admitting it now. I do not know that I
am right, but I think it is a, bad plan, or
not a good one anyway, to encumber the
colony with too large an authorisation
at one time, if it can be avoided. Hon.
members will notice that the nmajor portion
of the present authorisation is for rail-
ways. We find every dlay, as one day
succeeds another, that the railways require
a numense amount of capital to keep

them going and to extend them, and the
rolling-stock is continually requiring to be
increased. I think that is, perhaps, a
matter for great congratulation: it cer-
tWinly is not a matter for regret.

IRi. MoRAW : It all depends, you know.
If you are carrying other people's goods
and not making a profit on them it does
not improve your position very much.

THE PREMIER: If the hon. member
will wait a little while, perhaps I will get
to that subject. It is not a matter of
regret that we have to increase our rolling-
stock, because it shows that the traffic on
the railways is increasing; and that is the
case with us at the present time. We
have had difficulties with our railways
ever since we have had self-government.
At one time we had a, great block;i then
we had a quiescence, or at least a
quietness, to some extent; and I remem-

ber often saving that I wished there was
another block, because there was never a
more prosperous time in the history of
the colony than the time when there was
that block at Fremnantle; and we might
try another block without great dis-
advantage, always retiaembering that we
are more able to cope with it this time
than before, having had some experience.
The major portion of' this proposed
loan of £2750,000-thiat is £520,000-is
provided for railways ;and I am glad
to know, as lion, members are also aware,
that our railways last year paid their

*working expenses and interest and sink-
*ing fund-paid everything, in fact. We
have had years when they paid a good
deal more; but last year-we will review
thelast year as perhaps being the

naetto our present conditions-the
railways paid interest and the Sinking
fund and working expenses, and after
that contributed £20,000 to the general
revenue of the colony.

MR. HOLMES: One of the railways
piaid that.

THE PREMIER: I am taking thenm
altogether. I do not know why I should
not do so, for the Purpose of argument.
If the hon. member would like to cult

Ithem up in pieces he can do so.
Mn. LEAK: Consider the Greenhills

line.I
TnE PREMIER: But my idea is

that the reason why some lines did not
pay-at any, rate I will speak for the
South-Western Railway- was because thle
Government desired to encourage by' every
means in their power the natural products
of the country, by giving the cheapest
freight possible to such products; and
we know very well there is a large
timber freight and a large coal freight
on that line, and I think I am right
in saying that the freight chiarged is as
low as we can possibly make it; and
although the tonnage over that line is
very great indeed, and compares very
favourably with other lines, still it is not
such a paying traffic as on other lines,
though thme same work is done. I do
not know that we can blame the line for
that. If a line carries the same freight,
does the same amount of work as
another line, but the kind of freight is of
a less payable character, I cannot see
that we should call such a line non-
paying.
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MRt. ILLINOWOUTH: Thiat is a ques-
tion of policy.

THE PREMIER: It is a question of
policy, as the bon. member says. I only
wished to state the fact. I take Whe
published returns,, and I have no other
means of judging; and I see that last
year the railways paid interest, sinking
fund, and work-ing expenses, and had
£20,000 to the good. As long as wye are
careful in building our railways, as long
as we are as careful as we have been
hitherto, so long will they, I hope,
judging from the past, pay their warv
and not be a burden upon the general
taxpayer. When we consider this colony
ais it used to be, and compare that pros-
pect with its present position, with the
advantages of communication by railway
from one end of the country to the other,
aid when we realise, as I am sure we all
can, that all those advantages are enjoyed
by us, that the people who use the
railways pay for them all, and that there
is no burden upon the general taxpay er,
I think all are relieved, and especi-
ally are we members of this House
relieved, of an immense amount of re-
sponsibility and oif a great burden. We
are all apt when we want to prove a case
one way or the other, to run to statistics
to furnish arguments; and it is a very
common plan for uts in this House-I
think I have often done it myself -to
dwell particularly upon the indebtedness
per head of the people of the colony on
account of the public debt; but I think
it is reasonable to say to ourselves that
the indebtedness per head on account of
public loan need not frighten us very' much,
when most of that public debt has been
spent upon works which produce the
interest and the working expenses and
the sinking fund, and which are being
carried out and worked without any
resort to taxation.

MR. ILLINGWORTII: Such works, you
know, are little more than half.

THE PREMIE R : I will come to that.
I am not dealing with this matter without
considering the point.

AIR. LEAKE: This authorisation will
mnake our indebtedness over £90 per
he-ad.

THE PREMIER: I have not said
any' thing about that; but I am saying we
need not be frightened of theindebtedues
so long ats the money is spent upon

works which pay their way and do not
necessitate any resort to taxation. There
is another familiar plan which bon.
members opposite have, and always have
had since I have had anything to do with
the public business: so soon as the Gov-
eminent propose to raise a loan, they at
once add that loan to the present
indebtedness of the colony and divide it
by the present population, and make a
great display by the statement that our
indebtedness is £90 or £100 per head.
The hon. member (Mr. Iaeake) has just
resorted to that very plan now.

it?
THE PREMIER: The loan is not yet

even raised! Is it not reasonable to
suppose that when we raise money and
spend it on reproductive works, there
will result additional prosperity and an
additional population in the colonyP

MR. ILLI4GwORTH: Not necessarily.
TnsE PREMIER: Then I do not know

what we are working for. I think the prob-
ability is-as I think it has always been
our experience hitherto-that when we
have money to spend, people have always

Icome here to try to take part in the spend-
ing of it. When the money is spent
Ithey are sometimes not so eager to stay;
but so long as there is money to spend,
I think there have been always enough

Irecipients, and I think that has been the
experience of all the other colonies.
"WAVhere the carcase is, there will the
eagles be gathered together." I am
giving a Scriptural quotation for, the
benefit of my friend opposite (Mr. T1ling-
worth).

MR. ILLINGwORTH: It is a very un-
happy one.

THx PREMIER: The point I want
to make is that the people of this colony,
from 1891 to the present time, have never
been taxed one farthing for the railways,

that the people who use those railways
have paid for services rendered; and that
the property in those railways is main-
tained in good order. Now, this is the
trump card I have to play to-night, and
hon. members may see if they can play a
better. In urging the extenioan of our
railway s 'ystem, I again repeat that from
1891 to the present time the people of
this colony have not been taxed one single
farthing in respect of railway' s.

Mn. MORAN: They have, indirectly.

Second reading.[ASSEMBLY.]
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TEE PREMIER- The hon. mnember
thinks that a nian who rides in a. train is
being taxed, perhaps because he pays a
shilling for his fareP As well say he is
taxed when he pays h is baker for bread !
Hie is paying for services rendered, and
it, is not a tax : it is not a Contribution
levied by the Government on the general
public.

MR. VospEII: But. vou can make it a
tax, and you have done so more than Once.

Tnn, PREMIER: The hon. member
can take exception to the statement when
he gets up. That is my statement at the
present time. As I said at the beginning,
I do not intend to go into details to-
night to any large extent, but I would
like to ask hon. members whether they
think the building of a line, say from
Mlenzies to Leonora, put down at a couple
of thousand pounds per mile, is likely to
prove a value of £8,000 a year to
the colony?~ It is very difficult for
people who have not been to these places,
and who have not taken any great in-
terest in the district and do not know
what is going on there, to judge; but I
should say* , from my kniowledge of the
place and what I have seen there, that if
we cain get railway communication with
that part of the colon 'y from Menzies, it
will hie worth a. great deal more than
£8,000 a year to the colony; and I
say the same in regard to the line to
Norsemant. I say that railway will be
worth £12,000 a year to the country,
which will be the amount of interest on
£300,000. That is the reason I advocate
these lines. I believe it will be to the,
advantage of this colony to connect these
golfields with the railway system of the
colony, giving facilities of transit to those
who live there and giving advantages to
those who do not live there. The reason
why T advocate the £750,000 loan is
tha when the money is spent in works, I
believe this colony will reap a greater
advantage than X30,000 a. year. If I
did not think so I would not be found
advocating the loan, because I have no
desire to advocate anything that is likely
to bring disaster upon us Even looking
at it from a personal p)oint Of view, it
would bring disaster upon myself and
upon mny friends, and none of us in this
Hence desire to do anything that will
bring disaster upon us;. T cannot
understand that will be the case. Out

of the little over ten million pounds,
which was our debt on the 30th June
last according to) the public accounts, it
is stated the railway expenditure has
amounted to about six and a half millionsR.
I amn not going into very precise figures.
but about six tiid a half millions out of
the tea millions have been expended in
railway construction and equipment. For
the sake of argrument, supposing you
say all other loans- this is not so, as lion.
meMbers well know-but say, for the
sake of argument, that three and a
half millions have been used for wvorks
which are not interest-paLving, anld do not
pay any interest, that is the amount for
which we would have to pay taxation,
which means £140,000 a year, taking it
at 4 per cent. That is not a vem 'v great
burden, after all, for time people of the
colony. We hear from members opposite
that our indebtedness is so nmuch and our
interest so much; but in all fairness we
should deduct the interest fromn the rail-
ways, as that is actually produced and
paid into the Treasury from the railways
themselves; and when this point is
realised, hon. members will see the in-
debiteduess of the colony and the amount
of interest we have to pa~y dwindles down
considerably. Some people will tell us
that we have half a million pounds to pay
in interest this year. I do not know that
this is the exact figure. but I am referring
to the interest and sinking fund. But
these people forget to sayv tha-t six and a
half millions out Of thle tea millions.
belong to the railways, and the railways
are paying the interest without there
being any taxation whatever. What is the
position of the colony at the present tine?
Our harboar works pay somethiing, for
there are Imariour dues; and the other
works which have been constructed payv
something, even Our public batteries it
is supposed will pay something soon;
but the interest on three and ai half

Jmillions, to bie libieral, is the amnount we
have to levy taxation for-that is fary
nLire than the amount, but I will say
that £140,000 is the only amount we

Ihave to find out of the taxpayers' pockets
for all the loans raised up to the pre-
sent time. We have our gold export,
this year, which amounts to nearly
two millions, and will quite amount to
two millions by the end of the 'Year. We
have a, traode of ten millions a year, a
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revenue of two and three-quarter millions.
and we have mines in the colony paying
dividends of something like two millions
a year, or tbey will be paying that amount
by the time the year is up. And every
other industry, whether we look at the
coal, the tin, the pastoral, the agricul-
tuonal, or the gold-mining industry,
especially the wool industry, which "is
doing well at the present time-every
industry is doing well. Every way we
look, except in regard to our timber
industry, in which there is trouble, but
which is not due to anything in the
colony, and I believe the difficulty will
soon be overcome--every industry in the
country is in asatisfautory condition; and
all we have to pay in interest out of
taxation is £140,000 a year. It may be
interesting to hon. members to knowv that
for the last ten mouths this colony has
produced nearly as much gold as Queens-
land and Victoria put together. That
will show the great strides that have been
made in this industry. As I have often
said, it is the great factor in the pros-
perity of the colony. The figures in
reference to the gold production are:
Queensland, 768,760 ounces; Victoria,
681,366 ounces; Western Australia,
1,865,388 ounces. For the month of
October the figures were-Queensland,
82,936 ounces; Victoria, 64,788 ounces;
Western Australia, 206,186 ounces.
For October, we exported or produced
67,462 ounces of gold more than Queens-
land and Victoria put tolgether. The only
reason I have for mnentioning- these
figures is to show the great progress made
in this one industry' , which must have the
effect of giving us much greater hope and
much greater confidence in thef uture than
we have had hitherto. We have always
looked upon Victoi-ia as a golden colony,
and no doubt that colony has produced
an immense amount of 'gold. Victoria
has also plenty of land and other natural
advantages, and has become a rich and
great colony; still we never could have
thought in our wildest dreams a few
years ago that we should have been able
to outstrip the gold production of Vic-
toria and Queensland as well.

ME. VosPRu: We compar-e very favour-
ably in land too.

THE PREMI FR: I do not think so.
Thle figures 1 have given are wonderful,
and the pr-oduc-tion of gold in Victoria

*and the other Eastern colonies is not
going back. Victoria is doing well; it
is holding its own; I think the pro-
dluction has been greater this year than
last; still we have been almost able to
outstrip both Victoria and Queensland.
While I do not wish to boast about it, it
is a matter to note, because it has a good
effect in many ways. It makes us feel
that we have great possibilities, and it
will also have another effect which I want
hion. nmembers to thoroughly' realise. We
cannot do much, but we ought to do all
we can in our power to give greater
facilities and open up and assist the
great mining industry' in this country,
which has dlone so much for us: really.
it has been the great factor in the pros-
perity of the colony. I hope when we
come to deal with the railways we shall
deal with them as belonging to the great
industry which has helped the older
parts of the colony over the stile, also
that we shall not be unwilling to extend
the facilities which we have already
granted, to the extent, at any rate, su--
gested in this schedule; and I hope this
is not the end of the railway extensions,Ibut that we shall be able to push forward
our railways into every, gold-mining
centre where lines will pay. I do not
want any railways built in the colony, nor
do I want anyone to vote for them even
if I propose them, unless there is a good
possibility of the railways paying. We
do not want to build rilways to the gold-
fields that will be a burden on the Slate:
we want to build them where they will.
pay their way, where they will encourage
production and stimulate the great
industry which has done so mnuch for the
colony.

MR. Gsoxosn There is something
more than gold. Wh *y not build the
Marradong railway? There is any
amount of timber and produce in that
di strict.

MR. ILLINGWORTH: Where is Goomal-
lingP

THE PREMIER: I think these rail-
wasare more urgent, and will pay better.

wa GEORGE :I do not.
THE PRt IMIER : I am not prepared

to go into details. Al) I say is that so
long as there is a possibilityv, and in some
cases a certainty of these railways paying,
there is '10 reason why we should hesitate
to construct them ; in fact it is our dutyv
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to the people who live in the districts to
do so, and to promote this great industry
and promote the interests of the colony.
We should not be backward in giving the
people facilities ,f transit, which are
necessary' in order to develop the resources
of the country. When we look at the
progress which has taken place on the
goldields I am sure every one of its must
marvel. I Wats looking the other day at
a newspaper published in London which
is full of useful information. and I noticed
a return of the value of 24 leading mines
in this colony' . The capital face value of
24 leading mines was about X5,000,000:
generally we think the capital value is a
good lot, at any rate very' often a mine is
not worth its capital value.

Mis. NIGRAN : IDo you mean the original
capital value?9

THR PREMIER: The present face
value ?

MR. MoRAN : Not the market value.
THE PREMIER: The capital face

valne was .5,000,00'O, hut the value on
the market of the 24 mines was nearly
£40,000,000. In April, 1899, the value of
these 24 mines was £23,000,000 and in
October £36,000,000. I think that should
givetis some confidence in this country,
when front April to October 24 large
mines increase in value by £13,000,000.

Mn. MORAN: We ought to be wealthy
iten, but we are. not.

THE PREMIER: We ought. I f the
lion. member had been in one of these
mines it would have beens all right. Fromt
the same authority five mines at Kialgoor-
lie wcre valued at £24,000,000 : that is
the price they were worth at that time, I
think about the end of October. This
means that 120 acres of laud in this
country were worth in the London market
24 millions of money; that is what
it comes to. If that is the case, we may
have 120 acres more worth £24,000,000.
My objects in mentioning these facts, and
they arie facts, is to give people confidence
in their country' , and to try to make lion.
members more hopeful of the prospects
of the future. I knoia from my own
experience what it is, that if you hiave a
little disaster of a financial kind, if things
generally do not go well with you, you
get depressed and fancy~ tlhat everything
is going wrong financially, and in fact one
feels in those~ cirumstances as if the
whole world were going wrong and life

wats hardly' worth living: bni we must try
to shake off such notions, and not to look
on questions of ihis kind from a persona]
point of view, but rather dissociate our
private concerns from the consideration
of public affairs. We all know that in
regard to the great gold-inining industry
of the colony. only the richer mines are
being worked at present; that with very
few exceptions only the. ounce stuff, or 'a
little under an ounce, is keing worked
generally%,; but how many' mines are there
in this colony with what is called low-
grade ore, and these have never been
touched vet!

MR. VosrEn : There are thousands of
no grade.

Tan PREMIER: We need not bother
about them; but aS n instance of what
happens in mining, I may remind lion.
members that in a gold-iniing country6
those who are hutorested in mines have
generally to go on paving tails for a
long time. and in my own case I was
suprised the other day at receiving a
dividend for a share I have in a mine on
which I had been paying calls a very) long
time. I asked how it was that a dividend
could be paid out of that mine, and I
was informed that the tailings, which
had hitherto been regarded as worthless,
had been sold to -someone who had
managed to get a lot of gold out of them,
and in this way the shareholders got an
unexpecte([ dividend. I have seen on the
goldfields in mnaty places heaps of tail-
ings which have beeni thrown aside and
acciumulating for years as worthless stuff,
or scarcely valued at all; but now every' -
one interested in gold-inining here is
beginning to realise that the tailings have
a value, and that a vast amiount of wealth
is likely to be got out of the tailings
alone; that in many cases more gold can
be got out. of the tailings than wvas
obtainedl.by the original process. Thereis
now springing up a great demand for tail-
ings to be treated by the c 'yanide or other
process for more complete extraction of the
gold; and in working the Government
batteries, where the tailings are gener-
ally not taken away by those who send
stone for crushing, it is probable that by
uising the cyanide or other process we will
be able to give to the owners of that stone
not only the gold from the first crushing,
but also the gold fromt the tailings, and
in this way give to those who send the
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ore nearly double the return we are able
to give at present. The great problem
we have before us in the future, over all
this vast area of auriferous territory, is
that of discovering and applying a-n eco-
nomical method of dealing with low-grade
ores; and if we can do this successfully, the
wealth of this couutry will be far greater
than we suppose at the present time. Hon.
members will expect me to say something
in regard to the present finances of the
colony, and I am glad to be able to do
so. I may Say that with the exception of
a quarter of a million of Treasury bills
which fall due about the middle of next
year, there are no other bills falling due
until June in 1901; and as that is a good
wa 'y ahead yet, there are lots of means of
meetin 0g the half-million that will then
fall due. I mayv say that under ordinary
conditions, and I cannot deal with those
that may be extraordinary, the question
of financing Treasury bills is a matter of
paying a price. You can always get
money, but have to pay a price for it;
and if you hit on a time when money is
plentif ul you can get it at a cheap rate, or
if not you have to pay a higher rate for
it. The Government do not propose to
rush headlong into building these railways
at present; that is to say, so far as any
works of magnitude are concerned, we do
not propose to undertake them until the
Transvaal war is over. After the war is
over, money will no doubt get to its
ordinary price, and then we will be able to
raise money, if not at the old price, still
at something near it. I hope that as
soon as this war is over, we will be able to
place a loan on the market for a consider-
able amount.

MR. MORAN: What is the amount
authorised and not borrowed yet : half
a muillion

THE PREMIER: About a million,
or near that amount. Of course you
canl raise more nmey than you have
authorised, by applying the balance to pay
off Treasury bills. if you raise.£1,300,000,
for instance, and you are authorised to'
raise only £1,000,000, you will have to
keep) the X300.000 until the current bills
mature, and then pay them off if they
are at Call. I anay Say that £2300,000
worth of Treasury bills are practically at
call now in the Savings Bank, and we can
pay them off when we like. Under our
Treasury Act, we cannot raise any) money

for purposes that are not authorised; and
if we do raise money in excess of the
authorisation, it will be only supplenien-
tary and by way of an interim mneanus of
paying oft current bills. Lately we have
had to sell Treasury bills to thle extent
of £1,000,000 at a very unsatisfactory
price, I regret to say, for the pirice
realised was only .98 per cent., in conse-
quence of the war and the high bank rate
in Ehgland. We had to meet half a
million of Treasury hills falling due on
1st of December next, that is t few days
hence, and having of course to provide
the money, our advisers in London
strongly urged that we should take
advantage of the opportunity to sell a
million of Treasury bills at 98, the bank
rate being 5 per cent. I think now that
it was a bad bargain.

MR. ILLINGWORTH: I think so too.
THE PREMIER: But our financial

advisers in London assured us they
believed the bank rate would go uip to 6
per cent., and they strongly urged us to,
do this at the time.

MR. HARPER: The baink rate is 412
now.

MR. ILLINOWORTE: Your -3' bonds
were 104 in the market on the same day.

THE PREMIER: We have been able
to obtain money more cheaply at times,
and in fact have raised it at a better price
than any other colony of Australia has
been able to do. Of course we had good
luck that time, and now unfortunately we
have bad luck. My idea is that it was
not a good financial operation to sell these
Treasury hills at 98; but at the same time
we cannot run risks, and we must be-pre-
pared to meet our engagements.

MR. WILSON: What is the currency of
dile bills?

THE PREMIER: Two years. I may
Say we could not have sold the bills in
Australia for anything like the same price.
At that time it was almost impossible to
get mioney here, or to get it in the other
colonies; and in fact the Australian banks
I know would have wanted 96 or 97 in
the case of those bills. It was an unfor-
tunate time, but there is the fact, and I
submit it for the information of hon.
members so that they mnay consider it.
I had anl offer, in Australia of 96, and
perhaps if I had pressed for better terms
I might have got .97; but in the mean-
time we sold the hills in 'London for 98
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per cent. We did not want the mone 'Y
in this colony, but in London. I have
not seen in the Press what the British
Government are paying for their Treasury-
bills, and it was well-known that they
were going into the market for £:6,000,000
or £7,000,000 in consequence of the war,
and that fact no doubt veryv much affected
the price of money in any dealings with
Australian colonies. I should like to
see what the British Government have
been paying, though I believe they keep
operations of that sort more quiet in
England than we do in Australia. I
am quite sure they will have to pay more
for the £7,000,000 than if there were
no war, and thle reason why we had to
pay more for money we wanted is due to
the Transvaal war, and had nothing to
do with the financial condition of this
colony, but was really due to the bank
rate, and I presume to the fact that
financiers in Ljondon knew the British
Government were going to put a large
amount of Treasury bills on the market
almost immediately. I would like to
point out to the member for Central.
Murchison (Mr. Illingworth) that, after
all, this very bad system of finance, as
he calls it- -

MR. ILLTN;GWORTH:- Pernicious system.
THE: PREMIER: Well, this pernicious

system, as he calls it, cannot be so very
bad when it is copied by the present
Chancellor of the Exchequer in England,
and he bas to raise six or seven millious
of money by the same process of selling
Treasury bills. Therefore if it is per-
nicious for us to do this, it is pernicious
also for the British Government to do it.
The fact is that few, if any, Governments
under the British siystem. have any money
actually in hand, because the system of
government carried on under our Con-
stitution is that you spend what you
receive , aud if more money is required,
You have to borrow it by selling inscribed
stock or by sellingy Treasury bills. I may
mention that, as 5far as this colony is
concerned, our finances here are satisfac-
tory. The deficit, which was £341,502
on the 30th November, 1898, was
£145,062 on the S1st October last; so
that it has been reduced in 11 months
by £196,440. We have in the bapk, at
the present time hal a million of money
on current account, and we have £300,000
on account of the Savings Bank, so that

we have in the banks of this city at
present £800,'000. Besides this, the
prospects ahead, as far as I am able to
Judge, are good. I am' glad to see the
hon. member (Mr. flhingworth) smile.

IWe have been able to bold our own in
this colony, but of course our require-
ments to a very large extent, for interest
and in other ways, are in England, and
we do not send there any more money

Ithan we are obliged to send.
MR. GRar : We will look after that

MR MOAN How much of this mil-
lion is in London?

Tn PREMIER: It has not been
paid. It will be paid about the 28th of
this month.

MR. MORAN:. Then it is all good yet.
Tas P RE2IIE I i We owe a consider-

able amount to the London and West-
rein ster Bank, and we have £500,000 to
pay for Treasury bills which fall dlue on
the 1st December. I shall be glad to
give f urther information in regard to this
Loan ll]; and I hope lion. members
will at all events pass the second
reading without much debate, and we
will deal in Committee with each item
as fully as they desire. I shall be pre-
pared on every item to give full informa-
tion to the Committee, so that they will
be, able to decide whether the particular
work is urgent and necessary, and whether
the colony should embark upon it at the
present time. I can only say that this
little Bill, though it looks very small in
print, has received a good deal of con-
sideration from the Miunistry; it has,
given much trouble to myself and other
members of the Government ; and this is
especially true with regard to the ques-
tion of railway rolling-stock, which I am
afraid we shall have to deal with in Coin-
Imitte'e, as I said before, to a larger extent
than might be expected on at perusal of
the schedule in the Bill.

Ma. MORAN: Make it a, rolling-stock
Bill altogether.

THE PREMIER: I can see no reason
-and this I wish to impress upon hon.
members-for our being despondent, for
our bencg less bold or being more afraid
than we were Years ago, when I look
back upon the condition of this colony
when we first embarked upon these enter-
prises, and look on its condition to-day
with all its great resources, when we have
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everything so prosperous at the present
time as far as our industries, at all
events, are concerned. I do not think
wealth has come our- way, individually, for
while other people have been getting gold
and making their fortunes, we in this
House have been trying to conserve and
protect the interests of the country : we
have not been looking alter our own
affairs, but have been trying to look after
the affairs of the country; and perhaps I
that is the reason whyv fortunes have notI
come in our direction to the same extent
ats they might have come if wye had had
more time to give to the pursuit of wealth.
I commend the member for East Cool-
gardie (Mr. Moran) for his speech last
evening, as regards the cautious vein
which ran through his remairks. I think
it is right that we should be cautious;
and I am sure it comes well from meni
bers representing goldfields eonstituen-
cies, that they should look into the future
and be caref ul to safeguard the interests
of the country. One might be excused if
one thought that such might not be the
case. seeing that the goldfields have
sprung into importance so quickly, and I
that there are so many public workcs
required on those fields in order to give
people what they need in the waty of every-
day conveniences: one would not be stir-
prised it, instead of being cautious and
careful, members representing those dis-
trictswereinclined to be soiewhatreckless.
I think the lion, member deserves the
thanks of the House for the caution
which ran through his speech; but I
must say, a6t the same time, that the
language of his speech was not that of
the bon, member as I knew him some
years ago: it was not the kind of speech
hie used to deliver hee.

M1R. ILLINGWOILTH: He is getting wiser.
Ma I. MORAN : And perhaps more con-

servative.
THE PREMIER: He lacked that

faith in the country that is essential at
thie present time.

SEVERAL MEPMBERS: Heis a "croaker." i
THE PREMIUER: I do not think so.

I think the lion. niember is ftoogl
desirous of doing what he thinks is his
duty; but at the same time his speech
lacked that enthusiasm and that faith
in the country which we have been
accustomed to see exhibited in the
sj*cueiW hie hits dlivered in this House.

I do not wish at the present time to deal
with this schedule. I see no necessity
for dealing with the items now, for to do
so would only be going over the ground
twice; and we shall be able to deal
separately with the items as the Bill goes
through Committee. If the Homse is
good enough to pass the second reading,
we can then deal with details to a greater
extent and far better in Committee than
we can in a general way in this debate.
I cant only say we have a great duty
to perform to the goldfields, as is shown
by many items in this schedule; and I
hope and believe too that bon. members
will be equal, as they always have been
equal, to the responsibilities that are cast
upon them. I realise and recognise that
these are great responsibilities; but still,
when we know that tip to the present
time, at any rate, railway construction
has ken the salvation of this country,
has made the colony what it is, is now
the life blood of this colony-when we
know that, surely we are not going to
hesitate to extend our railway system
wherever it will pay. I do not ask that

-'it shall go anywhere else. I do not wvant
anyone to su1)port me in commencing a
line which will not pay, or which is not
likely to pay soon. I only ask lion.
members to assist those parts of the gold-
fields where there is at likelihood of rail-
ways paying, and wvhere those railways
will add to the prosperity and contribute
to the development of the country

MR. MORAN : Go north, young, man,
go north

THE PREMIER: We must recollect
that the people of the goldfields are de-
pendent on the railway s 'ystemn for every- v
thing they require. (MR. GEORGE:

Except gold.) Only, look for at miomnent
on the Mt. Margaret district. I wish it
were possible for us to take a trip up
there to see the disadvantages and the
disabilities under which the pe(5ple labour.
There is undoubtedly no timber for mak-
mng the underground workings safe; the
lodes are wide, and the timber is so
short and brittle that none of it is
fit to put in the mines ; and it is
impossible to carry timber from miles
and miles away, for I do not think
it ca4 be got from any place nearer than
Menzies. Is that sort of thing to continue
in a country turning out three or four
hundred thousand pounds' worth of gold
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a year? People should not hesitate to
spend £200,000 to give facilities to that
district-not for the mines which are there
now, because where there is one mine
there now there will be dozens and dozens
when there are proper advantages and
facilities for mining. Are we to sit still,
I want to know ? A-re we to say that we
have done all we can do, that wye have
shot our bolt, in fact, and not only are
not prepared to do any more, but that the
energy is in fact gone out of us, and that
we have no longer any faith in the
country ? Are we to promulgate views of
that sort when everything is doing well,
when the mines are turning out gold
which must he an advantage to everyone
in the colony, the corn growers, the -wheat
growers, the timber getters-everyone, in
fact, in addition to the miners? If we
are not going to construct railways into
thiese rich and promising places, where
some of the best mines of the colony are
situlated-I can say that in regard to the
Mt. Margaret district, at any rate-then
this House will confess that it is unable,
that it is in fact incompetent to deal
with the growing requirements of this
great country.

Mnt. GEORGE: That is a libel on Par-
liament.

THE PREMIER:- I do not believe the
House will do so.

Mn, GEORGE: Do not you libel Parlia-
ment?

THE PREMIER: Oh, I shall not do
that. I say, if this House is to confess
to the people of this colour that it is
unable to give railway comamunicationi
where it will pay, and where ickb and
promising localities are languishing for
tile want of a railway service, all I can
say is, that has not been the policy of this
House in tile past, and I hope it will not
be its policy in the future. I have nothing
more to say, except again to commend the
second readig of this Bill to the careful
attention of hon. members.

MR. 1EA RE: I move that the debate
be adjourned.

Motion put and passed, and the debate
adjourned.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES,
IN COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.

Consideration resumed from previous
sitting, at postponed votes, Railways and
Works (generai debate continued).

*THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. F. H, Piesse, in reply)
said he wished to deal with one or two
matters which had been referred to by
the meniber for East Fremantle (Mr.
Holmes), and he intended to be as brief
as possible, because in the mnain he had
answered the charges brought against the
department when a distinct motion by
the hon. member was before the House,
but as the hon. member had revived one
or two matters which probably needed
some further explanation, he (the Com-
missioner) would now deal with those
matters. In regard to the preparation
of the Estimates, at which some dissatis-
faction bad been expressed, he had done
his best to give further inforniation this
year in regard to the estimates for his
departments (Railways and Works); and
if members referred to the different
salaries set forth, they would see that he
had gone as far as he could in the cir-
cumstances. The system which had been
pursued here for many years was the
same as that followed this year, and we
were'onrly following the practice of every
other colony in Australia. It was dimr-
cult indeed to adopt any other course to
give information in detail, as it would
entail a great dei4 of unnecessary work,
and would ntot afford any more info rma.-
tion than that afforded by the details
now given. He had before him the
estimates of the other colonies, and
taking the great colony of New South
Wales, the estimates of the railway
department of that colony were given on
two pages, The total. amnount, provided.
-was £21,594,650; and taking ope of the
items objected to by the bon. mnember
on the estimates of this colony, on the
New South Wales estimates the iteml was
given as follows: " Salaries and wages of
general staff, officers - in - charge, might
officers, goods and station clerks, guards.
signalmen, shunters, porters, etc., with
all materials required for working the
traffic and compensation. £460,100 ;"
so that the lion, member would see
that the same course was followed
in New South Wales as here. There
were also other items showing that we
were not singular in our Estimates.
lUnder the Existing Lines branch on the
New South Wales Estimates there was
an item, " Salaries and wages of em-
ployees, maintenance and repairs, signal-
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hug. and interlocking, material included,
£': 8,84.5 ;" so that it would be seen the

information there was not given in as
great a detail as was given on the Esti-
mates of this colony. In two pages an
expenditure of nearly one anid three
quarter illions was given. In South
Australia the same course was followed,
and the votes ivere placed before Parlia-
inwnt in the samie way. only two pages of
the Estimates being takenl up with the
railway votes. Large sums were pro-
vided for oil the Estimates in the same
way as we provided for them here. He
need not go through the Estimates of the
other colonies, but be had brought down
a copy of the Estimates of each colony
so that the lion. member could look at
them if lie liked, and see that the course
adopted in this colony "'as the same as
that adopted in the other colonies, with
the exception oif New Zealand, where a
little more information was given. There
was no idea of -withholding information,
but the R3ailway Department found them -
selves in this position: they were not
able, in the same way as tbe-Postai
Department or the Mines Department,
to give the whole details of expenditure.
Onl referring to the Estimates it would
be found that there was an item number
given for the whole staff. A list of the
different items on the Estimates was
prepared and signed by him (the Comn-
issioner). and that was a guide to the

Auditor General and Treasury afterwards
in payig the wages due to workmen aind
employees, so that there was very little
probaiflity of money being paid with-
out proper authority' . As to the other
matters, the hon. memlber (Mr. Holmes)
said that when lie proposed to bring
before the House a motion in regard
to the charges which he Said could
bie made against the Railway Depart-
mient, the lion. niejuher said it was his
intention to make disclosures which would
be very, serious to the department,
aind that subsequently hie wvas asked h~'
ain officer of the department to call and
see him. He (the Commissioner) did
not deny that the hon. member was asked
to call and see the officer, but he thought
the hon. nmenber hlad committed a breach
of faith in regard to the matter, because
the hon. memnber was only called in in the
same way, as other people were called in
wiel Icompl) a it s wen. IMlade', and 1 1ion.

members had seen the Same or other
officers in the same way as clients of the
railway departmenkt were seen. The hon.
member placed more importance on the
interview than should have hIcen placed
upon it. He -(the Commissioner) was
there on the day wvhen the lion, member
bad the interview, and knew the conver-
sation which took place. There was no
attempt on the part of the department to
"pump" the hon. member. The officer
desired to give some explanation which
would satisfy the hon. member, so that
there would be no further need to bring
the matter up anid cause difficulty and
trouble, because it was a trouble to him
(the Commissioner) to have to answer
these matters.

Ma. HOLMES: Why did the officer not
give him the information?

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: The hion. member never asked
for it. He (the Commissioner) had the
assurance of the Chief Traffic Manager
that the lion. member never asked for the
information, and that if he had asked for
it, it would have been given to hinm.

MR. HOLMES said he told the Chief
Traffic Manager that he would like to
know.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: That was not asking for the
information. The hon. member had gone
about this business in a way which was in
keep~ing with his actions throughouit. The
lion. member had discussed matters with
him (the Commissioner) and had ex-
pressed himself as satisfied with the
explanation, but then he camne to Parlia-
ment and put the matter before the
House in his own way' . He (the Coia-
mnissioner) knew the hon. meniber for the
future, and would take good care that the
department did not play with the fire any'
more. The hon. member had been
treated as other members were treated
who were anxious to see matters settled.
But confidential matters should not bie
brought before the House or discussed in
the way the hon. member had discussed
them. The hon. member went to the
department-

MR. HOLMES: He was sent for.
THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-

WAYS: The lion, member knew that
many trivial and paltry complaints were
made. against the department at the time
he (the Comm1isi~oner) took office, alit



Anvnl Estimates: [21 Novrrnnnx, 1899.] Debate on Railways. 2401

that he (Mr. Holmes) used certain means
which lie (the Oommiissioner) was not
prepared to state, to threaten the depart-
ment, but which had no effect. He (the
Commissioner) was in communication
with the lion, member and did hjis best to
try to meet him in regard to difficulties
which the hon. member said his firm were
suffering from at the time.

MI. MORAN: There was a. bit of spite
on his part.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS said he knew there was: that
was straight talking. He would not say
many things that he might Say: there was
something else behind the bon. member:
it was not all patriotism which prompted
him to bring these matters before Parlia-
ment. As to the charges in regard to
Millar Brothers, the hon. member had
said that this matter had not been satis-
factorily explained. One charge lie in-
tended to deny in toto, and that was the
25 per cent, said to be allowed as a conces-
sion to Millar Brothers. He emrphaticaly
denied that: the concession was never
made, was never promised, and never
given to Mlillar Brothers, and he gave an
unqualified denial to the statement. As
to the other statement, no doubt the lion.
membher obtained some information in
regard to the allowance. At one time a
promise was made to Millar Brothers that
instead of enforcing the charge for- the
lexceeding five miles " rate, which was

2s. 15d. and 5s., some other arrangement
should be carried out. That was in
connection with at iil erected six miles
from the Government railway line.

Mu. HOLMES: Where?
THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-

WAYS: At Yarloop. Millar Brothers
had sent to the Railway Department say-
ing that they hardly thought it right to
chiarge, the second rate for six miles only,
and he (the Commissioner) believed a
letter was written that in the circuin-
stances the rate would only be charged as
for five miles. It was one of those condi-
tions which as a business concern was
left to the department to settle. There
was Some difficulty, about the mattei
afterwards and the concession was with-
drawn-if it could he called a concession
-so that in that instance there was no
loss to the country, and the concession
was not enjoyved by the timber coin-

*MR. WILSON: What about the cOr-
cular that was issued .

TaE COMMISSIONER. OF RAIL.
WAYS: That was withdrawn: it was
never mnade use of, and Millar Brothers
never got any advantage under it. In

*regard to the rates charged, the Millar
Brothers Company had 360 wagon1s, IS
of which were used by the company in
connection with their business, and went
from their mills to the places to which
the timber was consigned. The Govern-
ment supplied Millar Brothers with 120
wagons.

Mu. MORAN: If any concession bad
been made to Millar Brothers, it would
have, been shown in the puhblic av-
counts.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: Certainlyv. No concession would
have been given without Executive
authority. That would have had to be
ob~tained, so that there was no possible
chance of any concession of that kind
being given. The firm's wvagonts ran over

Ithe Government lines and the G3overn'nent
wagons ran over the firm's lines: the
arrangement was that the Is. 3d. for- the

lfirst five miles and the 2s. 6d. for the dis-
tance over five miles was not to be eatorceci
as between the Millar Brothers Company
and the Government. That was unider-
stood, and for five inonths an account

Iwas kept against the company, and it
was found at the end of the time that
the Government owed the company.£56.
It would entail a good deal of bookkeep-
ing to keep these accounts. and it was
decided for the future that no charge
should be made by the company for
wagons going over their line--in fact
very few of the Government wagons did
go over their line. This was the arrange-
mient between Millar Brothers and the
Government. and Millar Brothers waived
certain claims they had against the Gov-
ermnent in regard to wagbns going over
their lines. He would give one instance
to the member for the Canning, who
understood these matters. Some time ago
when the hon. member's (Mr. Wilson's)
company were constructing their line of~
railwayv from Dardarnip into the hills, a
concession was made to allow the Govern-
ment trucks to go - a distance of a mile
on to the Canning Jarrah line, and to
stack thme rails there. A t-harge was
made by the company for allo"'ing the
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trucks to run on to their line, but after-
wards that charge was not enforced.

MR. WILSON :The Government trucks
ran half-a-mile on to the Canning Jarrab
Company's line in order not to block the
flardanup railway yard.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RlAIL-
WAYS: No one was more persistent
than the member for the Canning in
asking for rebates. Only a short time
ago a scheme was put forward by the
hon. member in regard to a matter at
Fremantle for Storage. There were many
instances of claims of this sort being
made. There were times when the Gov-
ernment were able to makze rebates with-I
out infringing the general conditions
under which the railways were worked.'

At 6,30, the CHAIRMAN left the Chair.

At 7-30, Chair resumed.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (continuing): Only one other
matter need be touched on, in conclusionF
and that was in regard to the statements
made by the hon. member (Mr. Holmes)I
as to the maintenance of the rolling-stock.
Last night the hon. memiber quoted from
the Locomotive Engineer's report, by
reading portions only, and this course
would probably mislead some members
as to the facts of the case unless the
whole of the report was read. Therefore
he (the Commissioner) would refer to
two other portions of the report which
the lion. member dlid not quote, in regard
to the maintenance of locomotive engine
and wagon stock. The hon. membler
would lead the Committee to infer that
the mnaintenance of the stock had been in
a measure carried out from loan funads,
instead of from current revenue; that
the larger portion of the money for main-
tenance had been obtained from loan
funds.

Mn. HOLMEIS: Never said anything of
the kind.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: The lion, mnember said we were
purchasing a large quantity of new stock,
and were not maintaining the stock- in
the way it Should he maintained, and
were thus lessening our expenses by
resorting to loan moneys for properly
maintaining the stock; in fact, that we
were spending money unfairly fromi loan

funds for keeping up our maintenance,
and thus swelling our revenue. If the hon.
member would consult tme statement -of

expenditure in the Locomotive Engineer's
report, he would see that the expenditure
fr-om general revenue was X35,219 for
maintenance of locomotives; and although
the locomotive engineer reported that a
larger number of engines should have
been repaired during the past year, we
were unable to carry out the whole of the
work he desired to be done, not because
we had not sufficient money, but because
of the limited workshop accom modation.
The return placed on the table of the
House some time ago, in regard to the
number of engines and wagons which
were in the workshops for repair, would
go to prove that a large proportion of
the stock was kept in good order; and
we must not forget too that during the
year we received something like 80 new
engines, which did not require so much
to be expended in maintenance, and
therefore the proportionate expenditure
-would not appear so large for overhaul-
ing. There was no necessity, in fact, for
such a large overhauling during last year
as would be the case during the present
year; and the Estimates for this year
Showed a considerable increase in the
requirements for locomotive expenditure,
and he (the Commissioner) intended to
see that during the year there should be
a thorough overhaul of as many locomo-
tives as could be spared from the traffic.
It was the intention of the depart-
ment to have the maintenance carr-ied
out thoroughly, and provision was there-
fore made in this vear's Estimates for
that purpose.

MR. HOLMES: How was the increased
estimate shown?:

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: The lion. member could see the
difference of thle estimate last year as
compared with the estiniate this year
for maintenance.

MR. HOLMES: One could not under-
stand the estimate.

Tus COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: If the hon. member wvas not
able to understand the estimate, that
could not be helped, and the inference
would be that the hon. member was not
capable of judging as to the difference.

?Vn. HOLMES: Information had been
asked for, and he could not get it.
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THE COMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS:- The report showed that during
the year 81 locomotives of various classes
were passed through the workshops; so
he (the Commissioner) did not see where
the complaint came in as to the- Railway
Department not expending sufficient in
the maintenance of rolling-stock. There-
fore all the statements oif the hon. mnem-
her were not borne out by fact; and if
the bon. member had rend the report, he
would have found that during the year
a large number of trucks had passed
through the repairing shops, showing
that the department had paid all necessary
attention to the upkeep of the rolling-
stock. The hon. member, though he last
night again traversed the whole of the
ground covered in h-is previous speech
when attacking the department, had yet
disclosed no new features, and there was
only needed the same reply as he (the
Commissioner) had previously given, that
where the department were to blame the~y
had taken the blame, which should be an
end of the matter; and. where the state-
mnents of the hon. member were entirely
false, those statements had been denied,
and it hadl been shown there was no
ground whatever for the charges. Once
more, the smallness of the amount paid in
respect of claims by' the department
would be understood when it was rememi-
bered that one shidp which came into the
port of Freniantle during the past year
had paid four timets as much as had been
paid by the department in claims
for the same peiiod. The amount paid
for claims was £400 odd; and it was
simply amazing that the department
should handle such a large quantity of
goods, and yet that the claims made in
respect of goods Could have been settled
for so sniall a sum. The percentage was
in fact smaller than it would he in an
ordiharv business house; therefore the
country; was surely to be congratulated
that the amount paid in claimis was not
higher.

MR. HOLMES said he had already
explained that point.

Mit. GREGORY (North Coolgardie>
The Premier's remarks on the Loan Bill
would give great pleasure to the gold-
fields population, who would be pleased
to hear that they were not a migratory
people, and that they were deserving of
consideration. It was a pity the Premier

had not made similar remarks when
introducing the Constitution Bill; and he
hoped the Preier, in dealing with the
railways, would do something to help the
people to settle on the land of the gold-
fields. The department bad lately seen
fit to make large increases in freights to
the goldfields, more especially in regard to
timber, iron, and similar commodities.
If a permanent golddields population were
desired, the freights on these goods must
be as low as possible. There was amarked
difference between the old and the new
scale of rates. The old rate on imported
timber was £2 17s. 7d. per ton from
Fremantle to Kalgoorlie; the new r-ate
was X4 2s. 3d. The old rate. on doors
was £2 17s. 7d. per ton; the new,
£5 3s, 3d.

Mu. A. FoRREsT: That was imiported
material.

MR. GREGORY: It was -all imported:
he would deal with local products after-
wards. On galvanised iron the freight
had been raised from £2 17s. 7d. to £4
2s. 3d., with a similar increase on nails.
On oils there was an increase of from
£65 3s. 3d. per ton to £7 12s. 7d., with
similar increases on ridge and roof worki,
pipes, and tin. There might be no great
objection to this if the inc reases applied
to the whole of the country; but the
scale of charges was so contrived as to
exempt the people of Perth from the
increased rates.

THE COMMISSIONER 010 RAILWAYS
Surely, not. The rates applied to eveiyv
part of the colon~y

MR. GREGORY: The old rate for
goods in Class 1, for aL distance of fire
miles, was 3s. 4d.; the new rate for
similar goods was 3s. 4d. Under 10
muiles the old rate was 5s. per ton ; the
new rate was 5s. Under 15 miles, 6s. 8d.
wvas the old mate zthe new rate was 6s. 8d.
but when we reached 22 uiles, the rate
fur that. distance used to be 8s. 8d.. and
was now 8s. 10d. ; for 23 miles the old rate
was 8s. 10d., and was now 9s. Id.; for
24 miles, the old rate 9s., the new 9s.
4d.; for 25 muiles, old rate .9s. 2d., new
9s. 7d.:- so the increase in Class 1 did
not affect the people of Perth, whose
goods were carried at the same rate as
before; but the people who lived at a
greater distance from Fremnantle had, to
pay igh~er proportionate rates for their
Lgoods. "He had no 'objection to the coal
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industry being assisted as far as possible:
it was quite. right for the Government to
carry Collie coal as cheaply as possible,
so long, as expenses were covered or
nearly covered; but he strongly objected
to the Commissioner, without any
authority from Parliam~ent, making the
railway' s at kind of second custom-house
in this Colony.

THEz COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS:
The House specially expressed its opinion
on the new freights, as the scale had been
haid on the table, and objections, if
there had been any, would have been
made.

MR. GREGORY: Some time was
required to read through a long schedule.

TVHE OOMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS:
For the new scale there was the authority
of the Executive, and the concurrence of
Parliament.

Mn. GREGORY: But no vote of
Parliament.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
Its concurrence

MR. GREGORY: Through the rail-
ways the consumers wvere made to pay a
sort of customns revenue on imported
wines, by means of the present rates.

Tym~ PRRIER:u%- Could not that have
been altered last session?

Mn. GREGORY: It ought to be
altered now.

THE PREmI[ER: The hon. member
could have Spoken last year.

1Mn. GRZEGORY: If the system were
wrong, it was proper to draw attention to
it at any time.

THEf P&EMIERt: The hon. member's
arguments were not new.

Mu. GREGORY: Possibly they were,
to the outside public. Besides, the
Premier's statements regardintg the in-
creased gold yield were nothing new : we
had heard themr often.

THE PREMIER: No doubt the hon.
mem1ber was sorry to bear of the increase.

MR. G1REGORY: No ; hot the
Premieg s statements always came a mnonth
after the public had heard the news:
There was a vast difference in the freights
on local goods and on those imported.
Locally-produced wine was carried from
Fremantle to Kalgoorlie for X1 ]6-9. 5d.
per ton ; on intercolonial or foreigFn
wines the charge was £7 12s. ?d. : and
conseqluently a. large quantityv of South
Australian wine was bottled in this colony

so as to take advantage of the lower
freight. This differentiation of freights
had been madev without any special resolu-
tion of the House, and that was wrong.
On jam, the manufacture of which was
hardly heard of in this colony, the locally
made* article paid £1 i6s. 5d. per ton,
while imported jami paid £4 2s. 8d. The
hreighteon local timbers was 19s. i d. per to n,
and on imported timbers £4 2s 8d. The
cost of bringing Oregon from Fremantle
to Kalgoorlie was about the same as the
total cost of importing it into the colony
and placing it on the trucks at Fremnantle.
The rates on butter and cheese were the
same as on jam, and so with many other
articles. Before proroguing, the House
should pass a resolution prohibiting the
Commissioner from miaking himself a
custom-house officer in this way. The
Eastern goldfields lines were the only rail -
ways in the colony which were paving;
they were paying well; and the goods
required on the; fields, especially building
materials, should be carried at more
reasonable rates.
I MR. IDonxxRx: The hon. member
should be careful. This was no argument
for his ne-w railway.

t1n. GRE-GORY:- The lion, member
should speak of something he understood.

MR. A. FORREST: But freight on
*jarrah was cheap enough.

Mu. GREGORY: For whose benefitP
None of the local timber companies were

*paying. They were closing down.
Mn. A. FORREST: The timber did not

realise sufficient.
MR. GRE GORY: The companies were

not paying dividends.
Ala. A. FORREST: Because imported

timbers were killing them.
MR. GREGORY: The difference in

freight between jarrah and Oregon was
too large. The Commissioner knew that
hie (Mr. Gregory) -was not seeking to
inj ore the department, but w~as merely
trying to point out hindrances to the
development of the goldfields; and for
goods used on the fields the Government
had no right, without aL special resolution
of Parliament, to impose differential
duties. Not being a. railway expert.
he. would not criticise the department
generally, but mnust speak of the present
block at WKalgoorlie. A friend of his,
having seine goods at the Kalgoorlie
station, had sentt for five days in succes-
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sion to obtain those goods, but the station- food b y the extra charge made for the
master was unable to give deliver *y. On carriage of foodstuffs.
the sixth day deliver *y was obtained, but THiE COMMISSIONER OF RA-IL-
when the weighi-bill was presented, the WAYS: In regard to the question of
department had the impertinence to preferential rates, the practice was not
charge demurrage; and if the consignee peculiar to this colony, as it was in force
had not demanded the goods daily such in all the colonies except one. Preference
demnurrage must have been paid. That was given to locally-grown products in
system was unfair, and strict instructions. Victoria, New South WYales, and South
should be given that where goods were Australia.
detained through the fault of the depart- Mn. Gasnony:. But special resolutions
meet there should be no demnurrage were passed by Parliament.
charged, nor should such charge he made TnsE COMlAlJSSIONER OF RAIL-
on goods tossed out on open stations and WAYS: That had been done. A. number
left exposed to the weather. There should of locally produced articles were carried
be some degree of honesty in the depart- on the railways at rates which were much
wient; and lie had heard forwarding lower than those for imported articles;
agents speak very strongly against the but he (the Commissioner) was not
departmental system. TPhe matter of responsible for the introduction of the
weighing called for attention. A large rates: they were in force before he took
truck was sometimes pushed half way on office. That did not make the matter any
to a weigh-bridge, and then the other better, but he had been often accused of
half was put on, and the sum of the two having introduced the rates, and he had
tests was called the weight of the truck. been likened to the Czar of Russia.
The Minister could afford to spend a little MR. GREGORY: The Commissioner had
money in weigh-bridges, increased the rates, though.

Tns COMMISSIONEBR OF RAILWAYS: Tux COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
That was now being done. WAYS: Only the first class; and this

MR. GREGORY said he was pleased rate had been brought into line with a,
to hear it. He would never object to the similar arrangement which existed in all
Government trying to foster the coal the other colonics. The rates in Wes-
industry. tern Australia were lower than the

Mx. MoRAa: And the timber industry, rates in any other colony except South
too. Australia, and there was only Is. 3d.

Mn. G-REGORY: Jaxrah timber was difference between South Australia and
used for certaini purposes and must be Western Australia. The rates in this
obtained for those purposes. He quite colony compared very fatvourably wvith
agreed that preference should be given to the rates in the other colonies. As
local industries such as the coal industry, to the carriage of local timber, that

Xn. MoRA14N: Then the hon. member had been in force a tong, time: he dlid not
would give a preference to local timbers ? introduce the rate. The only difference

Mn. GREGORY: Not to the extent of that had been made was in regard to
the difference between 19s. and £4 per Class 1, Which had been increased, as he
ton: that was too great. If Oregon said, to bring it into line with rates
timber was charged at per ton measure- existing in other parts of Australia. The
mient it would come to about £8 per statement made that 'the increased rates
ton. were considerable was not borne out by

TEHE COMMInSSIONER OF RAILWAYS: reference to the book of rates. A, .8,
The department charged by dead weight and C classes had not been touched at
for Oregon timber as well as jarrab. all; only Class 1 had been touchedl, but

Mn. GREGORY: Gold mines must there were a number of goods that camne
have a great deal of Oregon timber, and under the latter rate, and which were
the people on the goldfields required other affected. The rate for the carriage of
timber beside jarrab for building their coal, timber, and that class of material,
houses and making their homes comfort- had not been interfered with, Class A,
able. There had been a great decrease which dealt with produce,, had not been
in regard to the food duties, but the altered: that was the old rate in force-
railway department increased the price of five years ago. Class J3 dealt with small
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quantities of produce. two tons and under,
and Class C dealt with quantities of
goods weighing l0cwt. and under. In
the new rates the public had been given
the advantage of the B class, the actual
weight: the public were not limaited to
the l0cwt. Therefore, the :-ight increase
in Class I -was the only alteration -which
affected. the goldfields and the other parts
of the colony, and the increase was not
conisiderable : it meant an increase all
round, on the freight received for goods
c:arried on the railways, of something
under 13 per cent., which was not a con-
siderable advance after all. As to the
difference of carriage on softwood, that
was the rate in vogue in the previoiis rate
hook ;and when we remembered that
softwood took; up a great deal more space
than jarrab, it must 1)e naturally con-
cluded that a higher rate should be paid
for it. Softwood paid the same tonnage
rate as jan-nh, but the difference in weight
was considerable: the bulky nature of the
softwood justified the departuient in
charging a higher rate for the carriage
of it.

Mn. Onsoy: Had not the depart-
ment. recently made a rebate on all stuff
consigned to the smelting works and on
gold sent to the Mlint ?

THE COMMLvISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: On gold sent to the Mdint. All
ore carried for treatment in the colony
was cardied at a lower into: that was not
only for the benefit of the smelting works
but foic ever 'y industry that .sprung up,
although it wasintended to assist the
smelting industry and other similar in-
duistries.

MR. A. FORREST (West Kimberley):
The mnember for North Coolgarclie (Mr.
Gregory) had not made a very paitriotic
speech iii regard to the carriage of goods
on the railwayvs, Those who had to live
in thle country and* produced goods here
should receive some benefit, because such
people prevented money being sent out of
the country to keep population in other
parts.

Mg. GR.E(oRY: Whbat about the cus-
toins?

MAf. A. FORREST: If he (Mr. A.
Forrest) were Commissioner of Railways
and had the confidence of tbe country, he
would make the railways pay the interest
on the nntlonal debt. In the past those
ini the lbavk country, had no objection to

paying £35 and £40 a ton for the car-
niage of goods, but now the Government
were carrying goods for £4 and £5 a ton,
those wvho lived on the goldfields were at
once up in arms. People in this country
were quite satisfied to pay big rates for
the carriage of goods before the railways
w%,ere built, hut now that people had goods
carried for nominal sums hon. imembers
complained that the charge was too great.
If the country was going to encourage
tme use of sof twoods, to encourage foreign
ships. to come here with these timbers,
and to employ labour for cutting these
soft timbers in other parts of the world,
the argument of the member for North
Coolgardie was a good one; but we had
a timber industry in this colony which
was languishing, and surely some pre-
ference should be wiven to that industry.
Jarrah was carried at a low freight
because it was heavy', bnt when this
heavy timber got to places like Mienzies
the cartage was great. If the softwoods
were carried to Menzies at the samne rate
as jarrah, the local timber would have no
possibility of competing with the soft-
woods, because the carriage by teams for
200 muiles to the northi-east of Menzies
would prohibit jarrab being used. The
Government said that jarrali should be
carried at a lower rate thban softwoods to
encouarage the timber industry of this
colony, and no one could complain of
that. The same policy was carried out
in regard to locally-produced coal, the
freight for which was cheaper than that
for imported coal. People were employed
iii this country in producing- the coal;
they consumed goods which paid customs
duty, and the coal industry kept a large
population going; it was doing a good
wvork in the country, whereas the coal
which came from Newcastle did not bene-
fit this country at all. It benefited the
steamship companies which came to Fre-
mantle; but even these companies did not
do much good to this country, because
the profits made in the carriage of the
coal from Newcastle were sent hack to
the countr" in which the ships were
owned.

Mn. GREGORY: Why not increase the
custom duties and do the thing in a fair
manner ?

MR. A. FORREST said he would like
the customs duties wiped out altogether,
and lie would make those who used the

-Debate or. Railways.CASSEMBLY.]
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railways make up the amount. He would
make persons like the hon. member, who
was erecting a battery at North Coolgardie, I
pay for the goods which were carried up
there. Our railwvays should be made a
commercial business: they should be made
to pay the whole of the expenses of the
country.

MR.' KINOSMILL: The hon. mnembier
was an anarchist.

MR. A. FORREST: Those who used
the railways should pay for them. If
one went from Perth to Fremantle and
hired a trap for the trip it cost him £1
or 30s.; whereas one could go by rail to
Fremantle in a first-class carriage and
back for 2s. 6d. People who lived in this
colony before the railwa y was built did
not grumble about paying the 30s., but
the member for North Coolgardie would
like duties put on at the Custom-house
so that the general public should pay
everything, and that goods might be
carried to Menzies for nothing. One
hoped the time had not arrived when
goods would be carried to distant parts 1
of the country for a mere nothing. At
present people had to pa~v £2 or £3 a ton
for the carriage of goods to Coolgardie,
whereas people in the past had paid £20
aud £80 a ton without grumbling. The
only objection the hon. member had was
that certain goods were carried cheaper
than othergoods. One hoped there alwaysI
would be a difference between the rate
for a local article as against the imported
article: He was sure the member for
North-East Coolgardie would not agree
with the ]nember for North Coolgardie,
but would agree with him (Mr. A.
Forrest) that it was not wise to allow
goods from China and Japan to come
into this country and be carried at the
same rate as goods produced in this
country.

MR. MORAN: How would the hon.
member keep out slave-made goods if
there were no customs duty?

Mn. A. FORREST said he would wipe
the duties out altogether.

MR. MORAN: How?
MR. A. FORREST: Tea and sugar

caime in free now.
MR. MORAN: That was no answer to

the question.
Ma. A. FORREST said he congratu-

lated the Commissioner of Railways on
the estimate which had been placed

before the Committee. He was sure the
House would say that although the
Commissioner and his officers might have
made mistakes in the great department
like the one which the Commissioner con-
trolled, who would not have made mis-
takes? Everyone made mistakes in their
own business.

MR. HOLMES: Never.
Aix. A. FORREST said he made is-

takes in his own business with his eyes
open. In a great department like that of
the railways, the Commissioner had to
trust a great niary people, some of whom
did wrong, but the blame was cast on the
Commissioner, who had to Ibear the brunt
of attacks made by the member for East
Fremantle (Mr. Hfolmecs), who had made
a dead set against the Commissioner; but
the bon. member did not score very much.
The Commissioner had answered the
charges fairl 'y well. The member for
East Fremautle had olbtained the facts
pretty well: where they were obtained
from he (Mr. A. Foirrest) did not
know; still the charges had been
answered fairly' well by the Com-
missioner of Railways. When we could
get a gentleman like the Commissioner
of Railways for the paltry sum of
X1,000 a year, we should keep him in
office: lie was the most hard-working
man in the country. The Comimissioner
had left a good business to go into Parlia-
menit and to give his time to the country.
When the Commissioner told him (Mr.
A. Forrest) that he intended to go into
Parliameut, he informed him (the Comn-
missioner) that he was an enemy to him-
self; and, with the ability the Cominis-
sioner possessed, lie (Mr. A. Forrest)

co uld say that the Commissioner was the
biggest fool ever created in taking a
position on the Treasury bench for
£1,000 a year, to be shot at by the
member for East Fremnantle whether the
Commissioner was in the right or wrong.
The Commissioner had to know even.-
thing in his department: whether a clerk
had stolen a pound, or whether someone
had lost his baggage. The Commissioner
carried out the duties of his office in a
fair manner, and the Committee ought to
be satisfied. He could only say it gave
him great satisfaction to have an oppor-
tunity of thanking the Commissioner of
Railways for the manner- in which he had
conducted the business of his department
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since he had been in office. Ile (Mr. A.
Forrest) had baa to grumble to the
department, but when the matter had
been fairly placed before the Comimis-
sioner, that: gentleman had alway'%s been
mall enou~gh. to say , "If you cannot get
redress from the officers of the depart-
ment, I will see the department will carry
out the law of the country to the very
letter." He (Mr. A. Forrest) supposed
he paid the railways as much as any man
in the countr v, hut lie never received at
single penn~yworth from the department
except it was according to the Act.
Although hie paid the largest amount of
anuy person in the country for freight on
the railways, lie had ailways received
redress when he had complained to the
C.ommlissioner.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: In regard to freights, hie had
just taken out the difference between the
freight rate in this colony and that in
other colonies of Australia. Taking the
rate for the first-class, mentioned lw the
lion. memnber (Mr. Gregory), the rate for
general merchandise, such as iron, timber,
and so on, the classification being almost
similar throughout Australia, he found
the eoilifarison came oit thus :In
South Australia, the lowest of the lot,
the rate was £4 Is. 3d., Western Aus-
tralia £24 2s. 8d., Victoria £5 7s. 10d1.,
Queensland £5 6s. 6d., and New South
Wales £5 5s. 6id.; so that all the colonies
had a higher i-ate than this colony and
South Australia. Then in the second-
(-lass the rates were -Southi Australia
£6 10s.. Western Australia £5 3s. 8d.
(being lower thanithe colony mentioned),
Victoria £C7 3s. 5d., Queensland £07 16is.,
and New South Wales £6 us. In the
third-class, in which a great ininy goods
were carried, the rate was - South Aums-
tralia £8 Os. 6d., Western Australia £7
I-2s. 4d., New South Wales £9 2s. 6d1.,
Victoria £10 3Ss. 7d1., and Queenslaud
£R11 3s. 7d., being 30 per cent. higher
than in this colony. Therefore the rates
chaumrged in this colony, as lie had said in
his previouis remarks, were more favour-
able to the people of this Colony than the
corresponding rates in other. colonies, and
these figures showed there was no proper
ground for complaint. If persons who
complained of the rates here had to pav
the rates charged in Queensland, theTy
would have to pay all round -a rate 51)

per cent, more than they paid to-day in
Western Australia.

MR. ILTANGWORTR (Central Mur-
chison): It was not his intention to
speak at length on the Railway Estimates,
because what hie had to say would be
better said on the Loan Bill. Since the
question of rates had been raised, and
having a strong feeling in regard to the
question. he would express his conviction,
though perhaps an unpopular one, that
all the Railway Departments in Australia
had been practically ruined by attempting
to follow the producer in the cry for low
rates in car-ying local produce. There
was not a Railway Department in Aus-

I tralia that was paying 4 per cent., and
some not paying 2 per cent. A good
deal of this had arisen through the Gov-
ernmnent of the day in one or other of
those colonies yielding to the popular
clainour, and carrying so-called local
products at prices absolutely unremun-
erative to the Railway Department. He
hoped the railways of this colony, would
be conducted on commercial principles,
and be made to pay. Last year's return
showed that the actual cost of conducting
the railways in this colony on the present
rates of carriage was 70 per cent. of the

Irevenue earned, and a little more. Hon.
members knew that the rates which were
remunerative were those ruling between
55 and 65 per cent, of the working
expenses; also that the actual profits
from rates in Western Australia, the
cheapest railway system on the cofltinent,
was only 4-55 per cent.; and he agreed
with the member for East Fremuantle in
the conclusion that this good result
had been obtained this year by some
starvation of the Railway Department.
What hie wanted to emuphasise was
that these rai1lvays, constructed at large
cost, must be masde to pay. He had no
objection that the department should, to
a limited extent, encourage local produc-
tion by' carrying goods at cost price, but
never below that; yet clearly, if the
department carried a large proportion of
the goods at actual cost price, the rail-
ways wvould be an absolute loss to the
State. Railways should always be run to
pay, and though he knew this was an
unpopular doctrine, he must assert it in
this House, and on that point he agreed
with the member for West Kimberley
(Mr. A. Forrest). He k-new that in the
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district he (Mr. fllingworth) represented.
as well as in other parts of the colony,
the people were formerly glad to pay £24,
£36, ti p to £950 a ton for the carriaige of
goods before railways were constructed,
and people were grateful to get thein
earried at those prices under the eircui-
stancles prevailinig. Yet as soon as rail-
wayVs were made iw the Government, and
goods were carried ait £6 or £6 a ton.
there was ail outcry against the depart-
mnent for what were called "excessive
charges." 'This was anl unfair state of
things. In a colony like this, where there
wats no end of work to be clone and no
end of railwa ' s required t(o he con-
structed--

MR. MORANS: The hion. member had
better change places with him.

MR. lLTLINuWORTH : When the
department formerly could show they
were paying the whole of the working
expenses with interest and sinking fund
on the capital invested in railways
and were adding a large sun to the
revenue, no complaint could be made;
but even then the inequalities in charges
of which the mnember for North Cool-
gardie (Mr. Gregory) had spoken were
really a cause of complaint, and were
so still. He did not understand that
lion. ineniber to desire the Rai lway Depart-
inent to run traffic at a loss.

MR. GREGORY: Decidedly not.
Mn. 1LLING WORTH: lie understood

him to comaplain of inequalities in charges.
When £1 50,oOO of profit was transferred
from the Railway Department to the
exchequer in this country two or three
years ago, the samte kind of inequalities
existed, and were open to complaint; and
vet sorne goods were carried on the rail-
way then at an absolute loss. Goods
were being carried now at % rate that did
not pay the cost of carriage, and while
that was so, inequalities must of neces-
sity take place. He wanted the Govern-
mnent to realise that when dealing with
railways they' were giving the public
albsolutely a full return for the money
received; and this cry that was going on,'
and whicll went on; in every courntryv,
though not as bad here as in other colo-
nies of Australia-and he spoke after
having had some experience of the effect
of this kind of thing-we. must guard
against this ery for cheap carriage, because

it meant that rates would go down till
railways were run absolutely at a loss.
The department should charge for the
work done, and charge also son e propor-
tion of the cost of railwayv maintenance and
rolling-stock-, If the railway systein was
to be conducted onl a business basis, we
must expect the return to be such as
would give some distinct profit. The
railway front Perth to Kalgoorlie, for
instance, was made in troublesome times
as far as traffic was concerned, and the
rails laid down were of a light and cheap
kind; but lion. members knew now that
those 1-ails wvere not sufficient for the
present wveight of traffic, and that in
order to do justice to the railway system,
the line from Perth to Kalgoorlie should
be duplicated with heavy rails; and this
being the most pressing want at the
present time, it ought to be done before a
single mile of additional railway was laid
in any other direction. Duplication wouild
enable the department to run the tr-affic
at a cheaper rate, luid it would be time
enough for people on the goldfields to ask
for a reduction of rates when the traffic
could be run at a distinct profit. He did
not, think the mass of the people on the
goldfields desired that the Government
should conduct the railway system in
such a manner as to involve the country
in a financial loss, because the people of
the colony would have to pay that loss in
the end; and unless we could show, and
continue to show, that the railways were
yielding anl absolute profit and were not
a burden to the State, wve could not
expect the people to consent to further
extensions of railway. Extensions were
wanted, of course; but we must establish
Our line first, and heiwas quite in harmlony
with the remarks of the member for
East Coolgardie (Mra. Moran) as to
properly providing for the traffic from
Fremantle to KalgoorLie. W~hatever out-
cry there might be in the country
or on the goldfields for the reduc-
tion of railway rates, he hoped the
Government would resist that cry for
reduction, and would maintain such
rates as would not only cover the actual
cost of work, but pay interest and sinking
fund onl the capital invested, while also
making such a provision for the improve-
mnent of existing lines as would put them
on a sound basis. Within those limits,
and those limits only, let the depaa-tient
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reduce the rates as much as was practic-
able. He did not expect the railways to
become a large source of profit t5 the
State, but they ought not to be a, loss;
whereas if they were run at the present
cost, wearing out the rails and road and
rolling-stock, while not 'yielding a suffi-
cient revenue for proper mainteniance and
other necessary charges, the business
would be run at a loss. The people ought
to be content, but lie was afraid they
never would be content. There was some
room for the department to equalise the
rates, and get rid of some of the friction
ini reference to differential rates. Hie did
not think it necessary to follow the rates
of other colonies, and, in fact, the further
we kept away from those rates the better.
The rates he~re should be fixed on a paying
basis. He must also express his convic-
tion that the member for East Fremnantle
(Mr. Holmes) deserved good of his
country and of this House for bringing
forward a number of things in reference
to railway management, and which had
caused unrest in the public mind. The
bon. member had given the Commissioner
an opportunity of replying, explaining,
and practically apologising for many,
things which had occurred. He (Mr.
Illiugworth) also sympathised with the
Commissioner i his explanation, which
showed there bad been a large amount
of traffic to handle under difficult
circumstances; lint while this was a
reasonable excuse, it cast no reflection
and was no denial of the charges made
by the member for East Fremnantle.
l-ion. muenibers generally were conscious
of worse things than these in regard to
the department, but it was not desirable
to bring out everything. Enough had
been said to put the department on its
mettle. Taking the department as a
whole, it was the best-maged railway
departuienthe knew of in Australasia; and
while lie had often said so, hie did not
make the remark this year with as much
satisfaction as he had made it in previous
years. The present was a dangerous
time in our railway history, as the depart-
ment were probably aware; and hie looked
with some anxiety and wit it considerable
amount of hopeful expectation to coming
years, to show that some of the dangers
now surrounding the department would
be removed, and some bad management
remedied. Throughout Australia the

largest portion of the wealth of the State
was sunk in the railways.

MR. GORno: In thie other colonies the
railway management was free from politi-
cal influence.

MR. TLLINGWORTH: It was not
certain that political influence was not
the best thing. With railways managed
by a board, years might elapse before
Parliament found out how matters were
proceeding. But with a Minister respon-
sible to Parliament there was a chance of
effective criticism. All the accusations
made by the Opposition against the
Governmient paled before the statement
made by the member for West Kimberley
(Mr. A. Forrest), that the Commissioner
of Ratilways was the biggest fool in the
world. No Opposition member had ever
descended so far as to say that, not even
the member for Albany (Mr. teake), who
was so often reproached by the Premier
for the language used to the Government.
The point whichl required emphasising
was the absolute necessity of running
these lines onl commercial principles, one
half of our i-evenue being derived from
the railways. Let the Government do
what the Opposition had urged again and
again: divide the management of the
two departments, the railways and the
works. The need for this was even
more pressing now than in years past.
It was time the Commissioner was relieved
from the control of the Works, not so
much for the sake of the Works Depart-
nient as because of the absolute. neces-
sitv for greater watchfulness over the
RFailways, that largest of the spending
and earning departments. He (Mr.
Illingworth) hoped the time would come

1 when the profits from the railways would
pay the interest and the sinking fund on
the whole of the colony's public debt.

i That project had occupied his thoughts
for years, and he would never be content
till, by increased profits from the rail-
ways, that end had been attained, for
when it had been achieved, then the
Colony's financial condition would be
satisfactory, and this was the best reason
why the Works and the Railways Depart-
ments should be separated, so that the
Commissioner could give his whole atten-
tion to the Riwy; and this was the
opinion of nealryseeryone who came
into contaet withi the Rallway, Depart-
mneut. In doing jtustice to t hat depart-
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inent, one man, no matter how able or
energetic, would have his bands fullI; and
when the railways found themselves with
a profit of 4.55 and an expenditure of
70-99, thev were in dangerous country.

TmE CosnmrssroNsu oF RAILWAYS:
That expenses had been reduced by an
additional -6.

AIR. MORAN (East Goolgardie) :The
address of the last speaker (Mr. TIling-
worth), the great financial authority of
the Opposition, must he particularly
gratif , ing to the Government and the
Oommissioner of Railways. He (Mr.
Moran) had not expected anyone to say
hat this cohly's railway system was the

best managed in the whole of Australasia,
Yet the lion. member had made that
sweeping assertion.

MR. ILLINGWVORTH said he had ex-
pressed it as his conviction.

M R. MORAN: It was pleasant to see
such a dose of healing ointment adminis-
tered to the Commissioner; though after
this display, one could hardly believe
there was such exact cohesion between
the members of the Opposition as might
be expected. The member for East re-
mantle (Mr. Holmes) had said some very
harsh things about the railways.

Mn. HotnES: Opposition members bad
opinions of their own, unlike Government
supporters.

MR.. MORAN: Probably those opinions
wvere retained by their owners, because
110 one else eared to take them away.
Here were two leading authorities of the
Opposition, of whom one said that. the
railway system of Western A ustralia was
a pulblic scandal, while the distinguished
and much more experienced authority
said that the svstem was the most perfect
in Australia.

MR. HOLmrs: Was there anyv authority
for saying that the other systemns wer e
perfect

MR. MORAN: One statement was
from a junior member of the House; the
other from a member who had had the
honour of sitting in the Victorian Parlia-
inient. The country would appraise the
true value of the two statements. Before
tile hon. member (Mr. flingworth) spoke,
honours were easy in the debate; but his
speech had given the Government a dis-
tinct advantage. However, the hon.
member, in maintaining that railways

must always pay their war, differed from
almost all Australian pohlcianis.

MR. ILLINGWoRTU: And therefore
other Australian railways did not pay.

Mn. MORAN : Quite true. Never-
theless, no prominent Australian politi-
cian had supported the theory that rail-
ways should he commercial concerns.
On the contrary. railways were looked on
as national enterprises for the develop-
mnent of thecounitryv'sresourcves. At what
period in the colony 's history' should its
railways begin to pay-in the first.
second, or third year? Had not the lion.
member heard of an instance where it
was the highest lpolitical wisdom. to
encourage trade by giving low rates?

MR. hIlrqoGwoxvH: Such anl instance
as the Greenhills railway.

MR. MORAN: Was no line to be
built unless it paid immediately ? If so,
the hion. member at once discarded
the theory that the object of building
railways was to encourage settlement.
The ho~n. member said: " Let there be as
cheap rates as possible, but never below
a paving price," and hie also said he
would give differential rates for different
classes of goods, slightly encouraging
local produce, provided the rate did not
involve a loss to the railway; that for
a limited quantity of such produce there
might be a differential rate. But in
that case other goods must be carried
at much more than a bare paying rate;
therefore, according to the lion. member's
theory, a large profit would be made from
the railways. From that theory he (Mr.
Moran) differed. The hon. mnembher would
car-v no thing below cost price, and would
carry foreign goods at a rate largely
exceeding cost price, so as to make the
railways pay working expenses. But itwas
sufficient to keep the finances of the Coun-
try in a fairly sound condition, and to leave
the increased population which must result
fromn a liberal railway policy to take over
an extensive railway system, and a public
debit which was not too heavy for a large
population to bear.

MR. ILLINGORTH said he would like
to leave posterity something better than
a big national debt.

MR. MORAN: Posterity had no votes
just now, and was a munch quieter
ftactor in Parliamient than any* portion of
the population. Tlhe Kalgoorlie district
had figured prominently in the debate.

A winal EstiwateR:
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Though he was not satisfied that the
traffic arrangements were carried on with
adequate celerity, he wvas yet pleased to
see the Commissioner prove the Western
Australian railway rates were lower than
those of any other colony, save perhaps
South Australia. 'There w7as no room for
public agitation of that question. Some
little alteration might be made in f reights
on articles like galvanised iron, so largely
used for goldfields buildings. But be
would rather pay X1 per ton extra on
his p~otatoes and get them on the day they
were expected, than have thenm carried
for X2 less, and delivered a week late.
That was where the shoe pinched in
Western Australia. It was not the rates
charged, but that the rolling-stock was
not able to carry the traffic, and on the
goldfields a person could not rely on
getting a truck of goods there within a
specified time. In that respect hie could
not agree that tbe railway systemr was
on a thoroughly satisfactory basis. He
was not'blaming the department, but
Parliament, because we did not give
the railway department sufficient rolling-
stock, and he was blamning the Govern-
ment that they were heaping on the rail-
way department more work than the
department was able to do befoi-e the per-
manent way had been made in a proper
manner on the main road. fr,-m here to
the great centres of population. Le~t the
main railway lines be laid with heavy
rails and put in good order, and then go
in for the construction of new railway
lines. Until the lines were put in order
it was not possible to rise the track, on
which the traffic was constantly being
bogged. The traffic on the goldfields
lines was going to increase so largely
that the line would be blocked, and then
the Commissioner of Railways would be
the man in this country most to be pitied.
It would be impossible with a single
track to undertake the work which the
line would be called upon to perform.
To-day the track was not safe, if trains
ran above a certain speed the jails were
not fit to carry the trains.

THE PREMIER: Then do not go so
fast.

MR. MORAN: Why not lay the line
with heavy rails?

MR. GEORGE: And a wider gauge.
MR. MORAN: That could not be

done at present. 'The Governinent ougiht

consider the advisability, when duplicat-
ing the line to the goldfields, of laying
down the second line on the wider gauge.
He could not agree that the railways
wer e in a satisfactory condition, because

thywere not able to receive goods and
deliver them in anything like a specified
time.

THE CODIU5IOIER OF RAILWAYS
There would be an improvement when
all the alterations had been carried out.

MR. VOSPEE (North-East Coolgar-
die): It was somewhat embarrassing to
follow a member of the Opposition who,
like the celebrated Scriptural characer-
he did not know whether it was Blalsam,
or Balaam's ass-came to curse and
finished by blessing. He intended to
confine himself to details and to reply to
certain remarks made by members oppo-
site, because he did not iinow, a great deal
about finance. The member for West
Kimnberley told members that he was
sorry tha members on the Opposition
side were so devoid of patriotism. The
form of patriotism which was so coin-
mendable, to the member for West
Kimberley was the looking after affairs
at one's own door rather than looking
after the affairs of the whole of the
colony. The goldfields contributed as
mnuch revenue to the colony as any other
portion of the community, and one of
the claims nade by the goldfields people
was that the railways, although built on
the credit of the colony, had been paid
for liny thre gold~fields people. The railway
was built at a low rate, and the people
on the goldfields were penalised to make
up the deficiency. The people paid
double and treble the rates that should
have been charged, and they were taxed
for the constr-uction in the early days of
the railway, ini a manner that no one had
been taxed beore or since.

THE COMMISSbONER Or RAILWAYS
It was a great advantage to get their
goods.-

Mu. VOSPER : The people paid
"through the nose " for them. The prin-

ciple enunciated by the member for North
Coolgardie was a right and just one.
The railways of the colony should not be
made a speqies of surreptitious custom.
house. He believed that goods produced
in the colony should be carried at a
cheaper rate than those produced else-
where.. The customs tariff was settled

-,ASSEMBIY.] Debate on Railways.
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by Parliament, but the railway rates,
Wvhich went to supplement the customis
revenue, were decided without the aid of
Parlia~ment, on the caprice of a Minister
or the Cabinet, which was not Wvise or
judicious. The member for West Kim-
berley desired to carry the principle
further. He would abolish the customs
duties, and instead derive all the revenue
for the Government of the colony from
the railways. One did not suppose the
member for West Kimberley thought
seriously of the effect this would have.
The people in the South-Western district
and on the coast would escape scot-free
from taxation, while the people in the
inland districts would have to contribute
all the taxes. The landowner, the city
man, and the coastal population would
escape, while people in the inlauddistricts
would have money continuall 'y extorted
from them. That was a principle which
was too preposterous to bear serious con-
sideration. He (Mr. Veosper) was asked
whether he would be likely to support the
idea of goods coming from all parts of
the world -China and Japan were cited-
to compete with the goods made in this
country. Galvanised iron, nails sand oil,
and such like goods dlid not come from
Japan. The complaint on the goldfields
was that the Government. charged pro-
Iiibitive rates on goods that could not be
manufactured in the colony, and which
no attempt had been made to manufac-
ture.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS: A
ton of iron would r-oof a very big house.

Mn. VOSPER said be was not dealing
with hlow mnuc-h iron it took to roof a
house. If we assumed that the railway
rates were framed with a view of obtaining
revenue, it was all right. The principle
underlying the railway tariff was encour-
ageient to the local article; hut sonic
gOds, for which prohibitive rates Were
charged, were not local articles.

THE PE~MIER :A heavy rate wats
charged for the carriage of gold.

MR. VOSPER: WhyP
THE PREMIER: Because it was more

valuable, and the more valuable the
article the more freight was charged; the
cheaper the article the lower the freight.

MR. VOSPER said he was trying to
arrive at some principle on which railway
rates were based, and it had been said
that the rates were framed to assist local

production. But galvanised iron, and
nails, and such like articles which were
used for building purposes, were not
locally produced. The complaint was
made that the goldfields people were a
nigratory population, and that the; would
not lbuld houses or bring their families
here. The old rate for- galvanised iron
was £22 7s. 2d., suddenly it was raised to
£4 2s. 8d.: what the Commissioner's
motive for raising the rate was he could
not say. The object should be to
encourage the people to build and become
permanent settlers on the goldfields.
With regard to the higher rates in the
Eastern colonies, it had been asserted that
the railway lines in this colony cost less
to construct than those in the Eastern
colonies, and in this he found some clue
to the difference in the rates. If it had
cost this colony so much less to build the
railways, the total interest on the capital
cost must be correspondingly less. The
railwayv lines in the Eastern colonies cost
more, in the fir-st instance, and then there
were a large number of political railways
which we had not seen much of in this
colony, although we had seen some; and
in order to pay interest and meet the
obligations, the railways of the Eastern
colonies imposed higher rates than were
charged here.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS:
In this colony the cost of working, in
consequence of the higher cost of coal,
was 15 to 18 per cant. more.

MR. VOSPER: That argument was
not adduced by the Commissioner when
speaking. It rmust be admitted that the
freights of this colony, compared favour-
ably with those of the Eastern colonies;
but hie contended that although the
working expenses here were greater. the
upkeep in the Eastern colonies must lw
greater. The railway lines in the other
colonies ran over big rivers, which nec-es-
sitated the construction of large bridges,
and there had to be viaducts,over ravines;
therefore the lines must cost more to
maintain than the railway lines in this
colony. That would justify the railwa y
depaxtments in the other colonies charg-
ing more than was charged here. What
justified the railway departments in the
other colonies would. not justify the rail-
way' department here. The member for
Central M4urchison told hon. members
that railways should he made to pa~y at
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once. Railways could be made to pay in
two ways: by getting more revenue from
them thlan it was necessary to spend on
them; buat the question arose whether 'in

straining every nerve to obtain that profit
was nUt the'Government sacrificing a
more substantial profit which might be
found in the development of the couintry.
The true policy of the railway depart-I
ment in this or any country was to take
amiddle course, not to reduice freight

below the cost of running the railways,
but to take care and avoid anything like
extortionate rates. The railways should
be made to pay the interest and the
contribution to the sinting fund, and
aniything above that was money taken
from the pockets of the people.

THE CoMrnrssrowER OF RAILWAYS:
What about providing for depreciation as
was pointed out by the meniber for East
Fremantle ?

MR. VOSPER: 'That would have to
be done. Any concern, run on anything
like commercial lines, would have to do
that. The railways should be conducted
on commercial principles, but the Gov-
ernment should not ride that hobby to
death. The complaints on the goldfields
were not so much a., to the rate of charges,
but rather in regard to the differentiation
between different goods and different
localities. The incidence of the railway
rates fell more on the goldfields than on
persons in other parts of the colony, and
people on the goldhields therefore felt a
sense of unfairness when they saw the
light export rates charged on the South-
Western railway and on other lines, as
compared with the heavier rates charged
on goods seat to the goldfields. This
difference caused a sense oif injustice, that
peple in other pats of the colony wereI
being favoured at the expense of th~ose on
the goldfields.

MR. GEORGE: What was it that was
beinig exported from agricultural districtse

MRt. VQSPER said lie was speaking of'
freights to the goldfields.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAiiWAYS :
The rates in proportion to mnileage Were
very much greater for a short distance.

MR. VOSPER: There had been coin-
plaint made in this House that certain
goods were carried too cheaply, and it
was pointed out in the annual report that
the Southi-Westerni railway was not earn-
inkg enough to pay wom-Iting expenses,

because of the low cost at which timber
and coal were being carried. 'This was
extending too far the principle of making
concessions to local industries. He knew it
was a ticklish work for the Commissioner
to keep a balance between the two
extremes, for (in the one side there was
an over-anxiety' to make a profit on the
Eastern railway, and on the other side
there was too much tendency to grant
concessions on the South-Western line
for the cheap transport of amticles locally
produced. In the charges for carrying
timber, jarrali was favoured as a local
product; and though it was an excellent
timber in its way, yet it was heavy and
umnsuitalble for various purposes required
in mnining, and consequently the imported
timbers, such as pine, were almost abso-
lutcly essential to the goldfields. The
charge for carrying jarrab to the Eastern
goldields was 19s. id. p)er ton, whereas
the charge for the lighter imported
timbers was £4 2s, 8d. per ton, and that
difference was enormious. Oregon pine
was more suitable for work on the gold-
fields than jarrah, and this great differ-
ence in charge Showed the inj ustice which
was done to the goldfields, for the Govern-
ment were thereby tr-ying to force the
heavier local timber into use on the
goldfields, where it was not suitable.

THE PREMIER: The imported timbher
was much more bulky and occupied more
10011n.

Muit VOSPER: Yes; and lie had
said so..

THE PREMIER: Then those who re-
quired that timber should pay more for
carrying it on the railway, because of the
greaer bulk,.

MR. VOSPER: But why should thee
be penalised?

THE PREMIER: Bulky articles were
always charged at a high rate.

MR. VOSPER : The fact renmained
that the onlyv railway in the colonyv that
was payving was the line to the Eastern
goldfields, and it was the only line that
suffered seriously from this differentia-
tion in the rates. because it happened
that a large proportion of the goods so
charged were consumed at the Eastern
end of the line. There was no necessit c
for duplication to make that line pay, but
there was a necessity for duplication in
order to catch up with the traffc; and if
railway-s are to be extended iii other
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directions as proposed by the Govern-
ment, then the traffic to Kalgoorlie would
in a year or two be so enormous that it
would be absolutely impossible for the
present line to carry' the increased traffic.
The work of duplication should be corn-
inenced and completed before any further
extension of railways Was attempted.
With regard to the rates and their effect
on ores, he would read an extract from a
mining journfal published in London,
referringr to the railway administration in
Western Australia, and the effect, of
charges on the carriage of ores for treat-
ment at distant places. [Extract read.]

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS:
That was the rate some time ago, but it
had been altered, and that grievance had
been remedied.

MR. VOSPER: Referring now to the
Boulder railway, which was the best pay-
ing. line in the colony-

MR. MORAN: Nothing like it in the
world,

Mai. VOSPER: It had a larger pas-
senger traffic, he believed, than any other
lne in Australia.

THE: OMMISSIONER oF RAILWAYS; The
rates were very low.

THE PRamIrs: They were all " throuigh"
rates.

MR. VOS PER: Without referring to
-rates, he wanted to speak of the danger

and discomfort to passengers in leaving
or getting on a train upon the Boulder
line, for there wer-e no platforms and no
station accommodation when lie was last
there. Accidents were of frequent occur-
rence, and the only mnarvel to him was
that they were not more frequent. The
Boulder line deserved better station
accommnnodation.

THE OMMISSIONERu OF RAILWAYS
Inmmediate steps would be taken to pro-
vide that.

MR. GEORGE (Murray): After listen-
ing with pleasure to the member for
Central Murchison (Mr. Tllingwortb), and
agreeing with much that was said, he
(Mr. George) wished to speak particularly
about the duplication of lines to the gold-
fields before further extensions of the
railway system were proceeded with. He
could not agree with those members who
advocated that line of policy, because the
duplication being once started, the effect
must be that the already crowded line
would have to bear even more traffic,

because there would be more sleepers and
more I-ails to carry for the duplication,
thus causing a greater congestion of
traffic than at present. There was also
the congestion that would result from the
conveyance of pipes for the goldfields
water scheme, although hie had no doubt
the railway management would be able
to cope with them. Reference bad
been made to speed onl the light
451b. rails which were laid over a
considerable portion of the Eastern
ofilwy. These light rails were capable

ofcan-y' ing a considerable bulk of traffic,
if trains were not run at too great a speed;
and it was unfair for hon. members to
grumble at delay)s in the car-riage of goods,
-when they knew that to expect a great
speed over these light rails must result in

idisaster. Therefore the two things would
not run together. We all Wanted to make
the railways pay, but the Government at
the same time should provide facilities
for the people in the country. We were
drifting into the same quagmire as the
-other colonies fell into, that was the
danger of political interference in rail-
way management, not only as to rates,

Ibut also as to the discipline among railway
servants. It was an open secret that in
comnection With some portion of the Rail-
way Department the men bad openly
boasted, not only in public meetings but
in tbhi documents, that they could
approach fioi. members anid get them to
support almost any claim they liked to
press on the Government. It was time
for this House to set its foot down firmly,
and say that if hon. mem bers would allow
this to be done for any body, of men, the
time had come to take the railways away
from the Government management and
place them under the management of men
wvho would be free from any such influence.
In the old country it used to be the
ursv. in the Midlands district especially,
"Hifow much better we would be if thie
railways were under the Government!"'
But since he (Mr. George) had been
in these colonies and seen railways
run under Government management, he
had been forced to the conclusion that
it was not good for a country to have
the railways so managed, for this systemn
stifled competition and made an opening
for the worst kind of political log-rolling.
He must protest against any members
taking up matters without making at fall
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inquiry about them, as had heen done
this session and last. It was not good
for the discipline and morale of the
service, and not good for this House
or for the country, that such a practice
should go on. One lion. meniber (Mr.
Vosper) spokie of people on the gold-
fields having been penalised hr- the
contractors during the construction of
railwayvs; but lie (Mr. George) must
tell that hon. member and any of the
people who had spoken outside on this
quiestion, that they had no right to speak
of baring been penalised during the con-
struction of railways, because before
railways were made to the goldfields the
people there were paying very high rates.
for the carriage of machinery and other
goods, and they made no serious coin-
plaints at that time, yet when the Govern-
ient commenced the coustruction. of
railways, and contractors carried out the
work, some people began to complain that
thle rates charged by the contractors were
excessive, and that the people were being
penalised. He must tell hon. members
that only in exceptional circumstances,
such as those prevailing at the time when
the railway was extended to Coolgardie,
was it possible for the contractors to
make any profit out of the traffic during
construction, for such traffic as caieduring
construction was, usually more trouble than
it was worth. He would remind the hion.
member I Mr. Vosper) that those persons
who had to pay the contractors what
were called penalised. rates, were really)
savig a considerable sLum of money on
the goods cardied during, that period, as
compared with what they would have had
to rayk if that railway con01structionl bad
not been undertaken. He did not believe
[hbe goldfields generally wanted members
to make such unriieasonable complaints in
this THoise. With regard to the differ-
enitial rates charged as between goods
produced in the country and goods im-
ported, lie would point out that the most
enlightened colony which members often
referred to, New Zealand, was about the
greatest sinner in this respect aR1ong all
the colonies, for the railway rates
charged in New Zealand were greatly
in favour of articles locally produced
as against articles imported into the
colony, aud this was on the top of
a customs. tariff beside which the tariff
here would seem absolutely generous.

How the scale of freights was made up
was the business of the department, and
the idea of calling the Commissioner to
account because the freight on a certain
article was slightly higher here than in
another colony was bringing Parliament
into contempt. This carping at trifles
in connection with the railways would
destroy all the loyaltyv of the managing
officers to each other and to the country.
Let hon. memibers put theniselves in the
places of the railway officers : could men
who -were being pin-pricked so often feel
loyal to their employers ? The i mportance

iof the duties of those officers was not
sufficiently considered. Though hu-
dreds of miles of new lines had been hid,

Ithe salaries were the same now as two
years ago, and were such as in the old
country would only procure men of very
inferior abili'%. Aidmittedly the railtvavs
were well aiid cairefully uiianaged ; but

I from the general manager downward the
salaries were inis fficient and that com-
plaint could reasonably be made th rough -
out all the Australian colonies. Those in
power appeared to have no idea of tHe

Ivalue of the services of such officers. Take
the office of the Locomotive En gineer,
without referring to its present holder.
A siary of £800 a year for such a
responsible officer would never be dreamed
of anywhere else. Even on one of the
smaller British railways, the position
would be worth £1,500 or £92,000 per
annum. Of the Chief Traffic Manager and
the Engineer of Existing Lines the same
inight. be said. The remiarks lie had
mnade wheni discussing the salary of thie
Engineer-in-Chief would apply to those
officers. Until the higher salaries had
been increased, nothing could be done to
adequateh~v renaerate the rank and file.

Mn. WILSON :The startling- theory
of tax.ation advanced by the mnember for
West Kiinberle 'v (Mr. A. Forrest), that
all taxes should be paid by the railways,
was- just as refreshing as that gentleman's
conversion to free-trade, which appeared
from the statement that he would abolish
the customs tariff. Although a supl-
porter of free-trade as far as such was
possible in a6 new country, lie (Mr.
Wilson) c:ould not agree with the lion.
member that the rilways should bear all
the taxation of the country. Regarding
differential rates, though thle South-
WVestern Railway had, during the ]ast year,
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been worked at a loss, that loss had not
been made altogether for the bienefit of
the producers along that line.

MR. ILLINGWORTH: That line had been
feeding another line.

Mn. WILSON: True. Taking , the
timber traffic (in that railway, it must be
remembered that the railway freight was
always added to the cost of production,
and that the consumers who were crying
out about high freights to the goldfields
reaped the advantage of the loss incurred
by the South Australian importers to
this colony. Though the same argument
might perhaps be applied to the coal
industry, yet as the local coal had to
compete with firewood on the fields, at
preferential rate might in its case
fairly be granted. Though interested in
the timber trade, he -was quite prepared
to welcome an additional rate on local
timber in order that the railways might
be wade to pay. Such rate could not
affect the timber companies, and the
Committee would be justified in seeing
that such goods were not carried at aL
loss.

MR. DoHERTY: Were they so carried M
A. WILSON: According to the

Commissioner they were. With regard
to the export trade, a different view must
be taken, inasuch as the timber or coal
exported had to compete with foreign
markets, and it was therefore a question
whether we were justified in making a
loss on oar railways to enable local pro-
ducers to compete with foreigners having
the advantage of cheaper labour and
better facilities for production. The lion.
mnember (Mr. Gregory) had said that the
rates on Oregon pine were too high as
compared with the freight on local tim-
ber. However, there were 700 super. feet
oif Oregon to the ton, whereas there were
only 860 super. feet of jarrahi; so the rate
on Oregon must lie doubled to be fairly
compared with that on jarrall. If, as
stated, the rate onl jarrali were 19s, Id.
per ton, that was actually M~s. 2d. as
against X4 2s. 8d. on Oregon, and the
local timlber was being carried at half
the rate charged for the imported article.
That, again, was a question of policy, and
protectionists cmist admit the justice of
the principle. If a customs duty onl an
import were fair, a preferential rate to
local products on our railways was equally
unobjectioulale. It was regr-ettable that

Ithe debate this eveninig should bave
itaken such a, personal turn, and especially
-regrettable that the Commissioner should
have characterised certaini remarks of the
inenberfor East Frenuantle Qi1r. Holmes)
as due to personal spite. Such charges
were unbecoming to the dignity, of the
House, and wvere especially *iv u of place
when coming from a Minister. He (Mr.
Wilson) did not believe the lion. mnem-
ber's charges were brought forward spite-
fully, and that insinuation should either

- le proved or Withdrawn.
THE Commissiolznu or RAILWAYS:

'Someone else had- said the charges were
made in spite, and he (the Commissioner)
had said. " Yesi I suppose they are."

MR. W11.SON : The Comimssioner
had Said he knew the charges were made
in spite. The complaints brought for-
wvard were matters of deep concern to
Parliament and to the country, and
should be treated in a serious spirit with
a view of sifting them to the bottoml.
He had been disappointed by' the Coil-
missioner's explanation with regard to
Millar Brothers' truck hire, and could
not reconcile the statements of the Comn-
missioner made to-night. and those made
by that Minister the other even ig.

THE COMIMISSIONER or RAILWAY$ said
that on the fornner occasion he had
thought the lion. member had been
dealinig with the question of demurrage
instead of wvith the question of running,

-trucks over dire company's flunes.
MR. WILSON said he was still unable

to reconcile the Commissioner's State-
i cleats. for hie had distinctly asked the

Conmnissioner whether Mfessrs. MVIill-ar
Brother-s did not pay the Samle rate per
truck as other companies were charged.
The Commissioner replied. "Yes." To-
night be (Mi. Wilson) found that a
circular had been issuled to the effect that
Millar Brothers were to be Charged the
Is. 3d. rate per- four-wheel truck. That
order Was in force for about a fort-
night or three weeks, and was then
withdrawn. Subsequently he found
that Millar Brothers Were not being
charged at all; that they had a certain
number of trucks running on Govern-
nient lines, and that the Gove-rnmnent
permitted a certain number of trucks to
go up Millar Brothers' line. Why had
not other companies the Salle privi-
lege ?

Annual Estipizotps
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THE PREMIER: They had not sufficient
trucks.

Mu. WILSON said that his company
always had the trucks ;they had 68
trucks-quite sufficient for the distance
traversed. There was no obvious reason
for the tariff being departed from in the
case of Millar Brothers, and the Conm-
missioner had given no explanation.
Would Millar Brothers have demanded
an alteration unless they had wished to
make a profit out of the department ?
He was not blaming that company;- and
with regard to the Commissioner's remarks
about the Canning .Iarrah Timber Com-
pany, he would say that so long as he was
managing that comnpany -he would maize
the best bargains lie could with the
department.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
Why' drag these paltr-v details into the
HouseP

MR. WILSON: But when lie entered
the House as member for the Canning,
then he would take the department to
task when they had done wrong b 'y giving
any customer, even his own company, an
undue preference.

THE; PREMIER: Surely the lion. mem-
ber would not tell tales on himself?'

MR. WILSON said hie would certainly
support any complaint made in regard to
his c-ompainy having had an undue pre-
ference.

THE PREMIER: But the lion. muember
would not take an undue preference.

MR. WILSON said he would take any
preference he could get in a fair and
above-hoard business arrangement with
the Comnmissioner. These complaints of
the memnber for East Fremiantle -(Mr.
Holmes) were, neither trivial nor- paltry,
for the abuses, if continued, were caleti-
lated to disorgaiiise and denioralise the
whole department. Tire Commissioner
had the temerityv to say that hie (Mr.
Wilson), at Dardanup, had received some
concession with regard to trucks. The
Commissioner well k-new that the cases
were not parallel. At Dardanup his (Mr.
Wilson's) compan'y %wet-c constructing a
railway which tart for- half a mile within
a Govermnent fence, and the trnucks
carrying the material, a considerable por-
tion of which had been purchased from
the Government, were shunted on to the
new line in order to get clear of the
station yard so -as to get outside of the

railway fence to the company's own yard.
There was no parallel between that case
and a question Of running trucks con-
tiuously over the Government line for
the sake of profit.

THE CommissioNER OF RAILWAYS
The principle was the same.

MR. WILSON: There was no analogy.
In one instance an arrangement was made
for the purpose of a profit. In the case
of the Canning Jarrah Company, the
Government were Simply carrying trucks
a certain distance along the line for the
mutual convenienice of both l)xties.

THE PREMILR: Surely the department
were capable of driving a good bargain
with Millar Brothers ?

Mu. WILSON: As a rule, the officers
were only too capable inl that respect.
Here was an instance in a matter of
storage of machinery, which the Conmnis-
sioner had been unkind enough to bring
forward; and it was calculated to create
an impression in the country that an
undue advantage -was given to the com-
pany. As to the storage of machinery,
the Commissioner said that he (Mir.
Wilson) had asked for a, certain rebate.
He did ask for a rebate. One shilling
par tonl per week was charged for the
storage of machinery, which amounted to
£500 or £2600. and he (Mr-. Wilson)
maintained that the charge was too high.

THE PREMIER: Other People were
charged that amount.

MR. WILSON: No; he found other
people were charged 6d. per ton per
week. The Commissioner saw the justice
of the claim, and reduced the anmount to
6d. per ton per week. He was not
satisfied yet that other people were not
getting their storage even cheaper. He
tried to get the amount further reduced,
but the Commissioner would not reduce
it, and now his company had to pay, not
a concession. hut the rate which others
were paving. InI the first instance the
railway department endeavoured to get
from his company mnore than others were
paying. There was nothing wrong in his
attempting to get the amount reduced.

THE PREMIER: The lion, member
agreed to pay Is. per ton: whby did he
not stick to that agreement?

Mu. WILSON: Because everybody
else was paving less. As to the matter
of rolling-stock, the member for East
Fremiantle, when speaking on the ques-
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tion, stated that the rolling-stock was
being maintained out of loan moneys,
but that the department, through not
maintaining the rolling-stock, but replac-
ing it With hew stock, were keeping up
the supply at the expense of loan funds.
The Commissioner of Railways had said
that the locomotives were not repaired
this year on account of the want of
accommodation at the railway workshops
and not on account of the want of funds.
The report of the Locomotive Engineer
did not bear the Minister out. It stated:

I had proposed that a larger number of
engines should have been repaired during the
past year, but in consequence of oar estimates
for this work being reduced, I have been
unable to do so. InI consequence of this, we
have now a larger number of engines awaiting
repairs than is desirable, and I am s'mmewhat
concerned as to how we are, with our limited
wvorkshop accommodation, to overtake the
repairs necessary, and at the same time meet
the constantly growing, demands of the Traffic
Branch for power.
It was the want of funds which threw
the Locomotive Engineer into arrears with
his repairs to locomotives, and then with
the limited accommodation in the Work-
shops he feared that he would not be able
to overtake the repairs. This brought
him back to the oft-advanced argment
in regard to the railway workshops:
why was not the vote of Parliament
car-ied out, and the new railway work-
shops at Midland Junction commenced?
The Government were penny wise and
pound foolish in trying to carr y out the
work at Freinantle, in spending tens of
thousands of pounds which would not
h~tve been required if the workshops had
been built years ago at Midland Junction.
The Engineer-in-Chief estimated that the
workshops at Midland Junction would
save X15,000 per aninum to the Railway
Department, and that expenditure bad
been going onl for fou- years ;therefore
£260,000 had been wasted through keep-
ing the workshops at Fremnantle, where
the department were getting into a state
of disorganisation with regard to rolling-
stock. It was a matter of serious
moment, and if it was not remedied very
shortly we might expect a state of chaos
in regard to the traffic, possibly greater
than the block which occurred at Fre-
mantle years ago. The Engineer-in-Chief
said, in regard to the engine stock :

I have already stated tb-at this expenditure
was less than I had proposed, and knew to

be necessary. The effect of this ininhzuised
expenditure shows itself chiefly to-day in the
condition of our engine stock, which, as I have
said, is cauising 'ne wone concern.
The engine stock was in a very bad con-
dition at, the present time.

Tan PREMIERr: Why was the rolling-
stock not kept in a, better conditionV

MR. WILSON said he k-new more
about locomotives and engineering than
the Premier did, and no one, however
capable he might be, could possibly keep.
the rolling-stock in order with the facili-
ties at Fremantle. The sooner the Gov-
ermnent decided to give effect to the
resolution of the House and start work-
shops at Midland Junction, the better for
the country.

Vote for Railways put and passed:
This completed the ordinary Estimates

for Railways.
PUBLIC WORKs DEPARTMENT (Direc-

tor, Hon. F. H. Piesse).
Vote, Public Works, £157,869:
MR. WILSON: The only matter he

wished 10 refer to in connection With this
vote wals the method of calling for- te,,ders
for public works, with a view of inducing
the Commissioner to alter the present
system. Tenders, with the exception
possibly of the larger works, Such as rail-
ways, were put into a box at a certain
hour, and that box wag supposed to 1)e
opened by the Under Secretary himself.
Sometimes it was opencd by the Under
Secretarv and sometimes by a subor-dinate
two or three hours before thle result of
the tenders wats announced to the public.
No doubt everything was iight, and lie
did not insinuate it was not, but it cer-
tainly gave good ground for suspicion
to outside contractors. The contractors
said they did not know what becamne of the
contracts, and that it was very' easy for a
clerk to be in collusion With a contractor,
slip out and change a tender which was
too high for one which wvould fit the work.
The system which was adopted in the
other colonies, of opening tenders in
pulblic and declaring the lowest, should
be adlopted here. InI South Atustralia all
the tenders wvere opened before at hoard
consisting of certain officers.

THE COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS:
There was a board here of three members.

Ms. WILSON: Why should not the
public go into the ioos'' and see the
tenders opened
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THEs OOMMISSION4ER OF RAILWAYS:
The public did when big works were
tendered for.

Mu. WILSON: There was another
matter which caused a great deal of
complaint as to the tenders for stores
two years ago, more especially with
regard to piles. He understood the
lowest tender was not accepted, but that
the tender of the Gill McDowell Company,
who got the 5t11pl'y at all-round prices,
was accepted : other tenders were put in
at average prices. Now, orders for piles
were being sent to outside companies at
higher prices and some at lower prices
than those which the Gill McDowell
Company were getting. 'This matter
ought to be inquired into. He had in
his possession a tender which was lower
than that accepted from the Gill
McDowell Company' . These tenders
should also be opened in the presence of
the public, and the lowest tender, if from
a suitable person, accepted.

Tas COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
promised to look into this matter, and
see if he could meet the wishes of the
lion, member.

MR. MOORHEAD suggested that the
terms of contract for any work should lie
submitted to some legal authority for
revision. With reference to the building
of railways, very absurd claims were
made to 'the department for extras,
which he thought must be owing to
the contracts being loosely drawn in
many instances. If the Government
spent £10 or £20, the contract could be
drawn by a legal authority, which would
obviate this trouble. Hle also siuggested
that a mfinlimlumf sum per mile be fixed in
all railway contracts. It was absurd to
say that the residents of the. goldfields
had not been taxed for the building of
the lines by reason of the low pic~e of the
tenders. It was a notorious fact that
tenders for the Coolgardie line and the
Mullewa. to Cue line were not based on
the cost of construction of the line, but
what could be extracted front the resi-
dents on the carriage of machinery and
passengers. A section of the community
really paid for the construction of
these lines. All members agreed that
these being national undertakings, the
population at large should bear the
expense of construction. The lion. mem-
her for the Murray had said that the

*people on the goldflelds got their goods
cheaper, therefore they ought to be able
to bear the cost: that was not an argu-
mnent which appealed to members. At
the time of the construction of the
Mullewa to Cue line, when the line reached
.Magnet, Which was 20 miles from Cue,
people at Cue were carting their goods
from Mullewa, in preference to having
them brought to Magnet by the railway.
He urged upon the Minister that in view
of the large policy'vof railway construction
in f ront of the colony, it would be advis-

*able to fix a minimum sumn per mile for
the construction of a line, allowing a fair
profit, the Government regulating the
amount to be charged to the public for
goods and passengers.

Tan PREMIER: That was done now.
Tn COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-

WAYS': In regard to the question of the
submission of the conditions of contract

Fto some legal expert, he might say that
already the department had done their
best in this respect, and several of the
prominent legal men of the city had given
assistance in this direction; but the same

Idifficulty presented itself in the Eastern
colonies that presented itself here. In

ithe Eastern colonies, notwithstanding all
the available talenitthere, legal gentlemen
had not been able to draft a contract
that would avoid the bringing for-ward of
claims for extras, by contractors. InI
New South Wales lie (the Commissioner)
was told that the construction department
there had had much difficulty in regard
to contractors tendering for certain works
with the evident intention of eventually
cowing down on the Government for
extras. A low price was put in for thie
contract, with the intention of making
the bill for extras very heavy subsequently;
and the Works Department in New South
%Vales had endeavoured to p~rotect the
department, and submitted the terms of
the contract to legal gentlemen; but the
legal gentlemen dlid not succeed in drawing
a contract which prevented the department
being subjected to a great many claims,
resulting in loss to the country. As a
rule the contractors here made no secret
about it, and their object was to make as
big a bill for extras as they could. In
regard to the suggestion thrown out, in
the contract recently made for the con-
struction of the line between Kalgoorlie
and Menzies, the Government so far
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anticipated the wishes of the lion, member
by providing in the conditions of , ontract
that the highest charge made should be
6id. per ton per mile for goods, and 3d.
and 4d. per mile for passengers. Taking
the rate right through, an average of the
carriage at the tonnage rate showed that
people in that part of the district got
their goods carried at a rate about equal
to that which the Government charged.
So that they had the advantage of the
rate, and the advantage of being able to
get their goods carried at a much lower
cost than if the railway had not been
under construction. The department had
endeavoured to meet the wishes of people
on the goldfields by limiting the charge
which contractors could make for goods
carried over the line during, construction.
In regard to the railway to Cue, the con-
tractor there was not bound by any limit
as to the charge for goods during the
Period of construction, and at one time
the contractor charged is. 6d. a ton per
mile, which was most excessive, and was
with dlifficulty reduced through the action
of the department. He agreed that the
dlepartmlent shiould , as far ats possible,
endeavour to limit the charge; but he
could not see how they could carry out
the suggestion of limiting the price for
the construction of a railway, because the
department could not have the advantage
of letting the work by tender if there was
to be a limit as to the cost per mile.

Vote put and passed.
Pitblic Buildings, £145,440:
AIR. QUINLAN : Referring to the

Architectural branch, there were many
architects in Perth, some of them excel-
lent men, who would be glad to do work
of this kind at the Usual commission of
2'. per cent, for supervision and 21 for
construction, making a total of 6 per
cent, on the cost of a building. He
suggested that as there could not be
much requirement for public, buildings
under present Conditions, a material
Saving might be effected by abolishing
this branch of the department, or at
least doing awa,*y with it to the extent of
architectural work for new buildings,
which might with advantage be placed in
the hands of competent architects to be
carried out at the usual percentage on
cost, and this might he done by inviting
competitive. designs for thep larger class
of buildings.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBlLIC
WORKS: With regard to the sugges-
tion just made, he regretted that the
report of the Works Department for the
year was not already on the table, as he
believed it would lie next day; but he
would quote from it to show% that the
Architectural staff was not nearly so
large now as previously' . The number
employed in the Architectural branch in
the previous year was 91, and the number
was now reduced to .36, so that a con-
siderable reduction had been made. He
could not promise to reduce the staff
further in view of the necessity for main-
tenance of the large number of public
buildlings throughout the colony, valued
at over a million sterling, and for
which some expenditure in the way
of maintenance was unavoidable. Last
year the buildings undertaken were those
which remained unfinished in the pre-
vious year, and practically no large
new buildings were commenced in the last
year. For the present year, however, all
the works enumerated were new, and bad
to be carried out, and therefore the
services of the men now employed were
really necessary. There was, for instance,
the new Supreme Court-house to be
erected, and as plans had been prepared
and approved by the Judges, and every-
thing was ready for commencing the con-
struction, he intended to invite in a few
days a committee of both Hlouses to
confer with him in fixing on a suiitabe
spot for this important building.

MR. WALLAOE, referring to Itemi 71,
objected to any further expenditure on
the Observatory. He noticed that there
were £1,000 for additional buildings and
£ 150 for laying out the grounds. making
a total of £1,160 more, in addition to the
large expendliture already undertaken on
this "white elephant."

THE PREMITER: This amount was only
a re-vote.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBIaC WORKS:
Yes; the House voted £2,600 last year,
and only £1,600 was expended, so that
the £1t,000 now asked for was a re-
vote.

Mu. WALLACE: This institution had
not done anything except provide a means
by which the miember for West Kimberley
(Mr. A. Forrest) might be informed as
to when it was going to rain on a certain
part (of his run, and when it was9 not.
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It was not worth white keeping up this
"white elephant" for that purpose.

Xrote put and passed.
This completed the ordinary Estimates

for the year.
Resolutions passed in Committee. were

repoi-ted to the House.

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES.
On motion by the PREMIER, thle

Estimates were recommitted for con-
sideration of the Supplementary' Esti-
mates, laid on the table this evening.

IN COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.

Vote, Departmnental Suppleentatry, total
£24,361 19s. 6d.:

MR. GEORGE: These Supplementary
Estimates had not been in the hands of
hon. members long enough for considera-
tion, He mnoved that progress be reported.

Motion put and negatived.
MR. GEORG E, referring to item

"Grant in aid of upkeep of fire brigades,"
asked wvhat were these various grants ?

THE PREMIER: They were annual
grants inadvertently omnitted from the
principal Estimates, and were the same
as those given last year.

MR. ORO RGE objected to the giants.
In these Supplementary Estimates the
Perth Fire Brigade was not mentioned.
Why was no graint given to that brigade?

TnE ATTORNEY GENERAL: 'The Perth
Fire Brigade was uinder at special Act.

MR. GEORGE: To Norseman there
was a grant of £50 in aid of upkeep of
the brigade, and lower down the list a
further s!)ecial grant of £150.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: The special
grant was the first Vote for- Such at purpose
that had been given to Norsem-an.

MR. GEORGE: Such a vo-. was a
premium on fires.

MR. CONOLUY: The grant of £160
to Norseman was for the purpose of
establishing somne sort of water conserva-
tion for the pr-evention of fire. The
amount was small in comparison with
the sum required, and the municipality
would have to contribute ]argely to pro-
vide the balance.

Ma. GEORGE: The answer of the
Attorney General on this point was
misleadig. He said this was the first
grant given to Norseman, whereas from
last r ear's Estinates it appared this
town had received X50 previouislY. Were

the Committee to be insulted with such
haphazard answers?

'IRE PREMIER: The special grant
was to assist Norseman municipality in
providing means for extinguishing fires,
the town having already done something
fojr itself in that direction.

MR. GEORGE, referring to item
Improvements to recreation grounds

generally," asked for explanation.
THE PREMIER: The grant of £1,000

on the Estimate-in-Chief was insufficient.
'Ibis money would he spent all over the
colony wherever there were public recrea-
tion grounds.

MR. GEORGE, referring to item
"Purchase of land at Victoria Park for
recreation ground, £2600," asked: Was
no private individual sufficiently patriotic
to provide land for such a purpose ?

Tan PREMIER: No.
MR. GEORGE (afterspeak-inggenerally

on the Estimates during fifteen minutes)
again moved that progress be reported.

Motion put and passed.
Progress reported, and leave given to

sit again.

ADJOURNMENT.

THE SPEAXER ; Before. the adjourn-
ment, I think it is only respectful that I
should mention to the House that I pro-
pose, with the indulgence of bon, mem-
bers, to be absent from the sittings for
the remainder of this -week. IThe fact is,
I have to attend the annual show at
Bridgetown , and I may say it is almost
obligatory now for members who repre-
sent country constituencies to attend the
shows in their va]-ious districts; and
therefore, with your indulgence, I propose
to do that.

On motion by the PREMIER, the House
adjowrned at 10-50 o'clock until thle
next day.


